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-NICOSIA CAP) ~ Saudi Ara- 

biaVeducation minister arrived . - - 

Senators seen agreeable 

t -President Hasbemi Rafsaniam, . n " « . n , 

SS'ffJSE.S: to Bush request for delay, 
k but Israeh lobby gears up 

x i Cooddned agency dispatches way,” Mr. Shoval said after pre- 

Mohammad Khatami Mr. Khu- scntm * l^\reqnest for the 

S waiter said he hoped (fiscusskms DESPITE PRESTOENT George toMr. Baker m a 

H labonf -new topics wffl enter a Bnsh s request for delay, Israel a 70™rateoMetog. 


U.S. -Israeli row flares over loan guarantees 


Shamir hints at linking peace 
conference with Israeh demand 


jjjjj v >uj"va win cmci u 

year-dr ^ phase, and our relations will 
:j jj^^pBmrove more than ever.” The 
■ wao did not elaborate on what 
-ta-uxam. 
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i BAHRAIN (AP) — The 

nii secretary-general of the Gulf 
car. tS? Cooperatioa Council (GCC) wa 
to zr.£u quoted Saturday as saying be 
;n jj e . s J' expected the alliance to have a 
viable collective security force 
f !IM -Jlj within five years. Abdullah 
,, V Bishara, in an interview with the 

»■ J* -AbuDfaabi daily AI Ittihad, said 
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i -BAHRAIN (AP) — The 

ng • secretary-general of the Gulf 

car. Cooperation Council (GCX^) was 

to w&i quoted Saturday as saying be 
;n jj e . s J' expected the alliance to have a 

viable collective security force 
f !IM -Jlj within five years. Abdullah 
,, V Bishara, in an interview with the 
,• , ** -Abu Dfaabi daily AI Ittihad, said 
, I?? that the buikfing of an indigenous 
Gulf force was the first stage of 
1 ^ long-term 'security arrangements 
.> ftd die alliance was forging to 
17 defend its member states. “Witb- 
Thfli in the next five yean there wtD be 
a det e rr e nt Golf force,” he said. 
-The GCC groups Sawfi Arabia, 
. ‘Kuwait, Qatar, Oman, the Ufa- 
.ited Arab Emirates and Bahraini 
. two-brigade rapid deployment 

“ “ ibira of 10,tX)0 men called Penm- 
^ sub Shield .which the alliance 
-“v * began forming in the 1980’s was 
-rje.^isi unable to deter the Iraqi invasion 
w of Kuwait on Aug. 2, 1990. With 
r.:^r\ s (he end of the UJS.-led coafition 
-z.psx -that ended the Iraqi occupation, 
jr * si ? the GCC has been deviringfresb 
• R security a n aa gements for the te* 
rr, 3^:3 gion. GCC n^Btaiy chiete of staff 
Ljcbijj receutiy met in foe Omani capital 
» Hcaia of Muscat to work ont yet undis- 
r.r.> rla dosed plans for developing the 

ii recta force. Some reports speak of a 
*j:u=:‘jeS 100,000-strong Pehfawnto Shield 

^ as die tsigfa. 
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4 Sunni scholars 
nput killed In Pakistan 

LAHORE, Pakistan (R) — Gun- 
men ambushed a car carrying 
Muslim scholar* in Pakistan 
Saturday and opened fire, baling 
:s »iy=s four of them m the tfmd attack on 
rjuM - s Sunni Muslims in two days, police 
crr.crfS said. Four people died .in the 
yj_s $ • Punjab cqxtal Lahore Friday 
^ ^ night when grenades were thrown 

5 <; ;£^iiito a public meeting called by a 
Arsisr-^ ’ nrifitant Sunni group, the Anju- 
- man Sipah^Sahaba. One died 
'";#0 immediately and dace in hospital 
on Saturday. Another leader was 
* 5 2* also mjnred in southern Punjab 
'"'v-st Friday when grenades were tos- 
,%Sjii sod into the. compound of his 
„“ r ’. home where he- and his family 
V were keeping. Pohcc said nobody 
‘r-ss had claimed reqxmsibfiity for foe 
' btacks but die Punjab city of 
Jhang was put under indefinite 
curfew to mevent clashes be- 
a M .- tween Sunnis and Shiite Mus- 
. finb.-: . 
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Ben All says arms 
: ,r^ cache found 
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TUNIS (R) — Tunisian President 
Zme A1 Abkfine Ben AH said 
Saturday a weapons factory and 
aims cache belonging to Morion 
a ct iv i st s had been found in a 
Tunis suburb. He said; the discov- 
ery was evidence of a “dSabofical 
plot” to seize power -b)r the out- 
lawed Nahdha fundamentalist 
group, whic h 1 the go v ernm e n t 
said.it thwarted in May. “We 
hare discovered... a cache of 
anus and. a veritable workshop 
for Snaking arms and aimntmi- 
tino,” Mr. Ben AE trifl a meeting 
*- of the ruling party^ die Ofaostitu- 
fional Democra t ic Assembly. BA 1 . 
Ben Afi gave no detafis of the 
amu firaod- But official sources 
odd they induded rifles and aufo- 
matic weapons in a house m die 
Al Moorouj snbuxb. The sources: - 
. said die oc cupants of the hocse 
me arrested when pofice raided, 
^ Wednesday zn^iL The exiled 
leader of Nahffla, Racfaed Ghan- 
noudujn May detried any jdotfo 
®ia:power and challenged the 
govee^em to prove’ its accusa- - 
Ben AS fold the meet- 
• iag he. was dete mmied . to Jet 
oppoadbn pasties into pariia- 
wefatt now mOTop ofi sed by the ; 

; rijSng patty. 


.asking for p rompt approval of $10 Eariier, Mr. Bush urged Con- 

billion in U.S. loan guarantees to 8 ^ to postpone action for 120 
help in the settlement of tens of days. He said a debate in Con- 
tbousands of refugees from die where Israel’s supporters 


Soviet Union. 


Mr. -Bush began Friday and con- 
tinued Saturday from the pres- 


loan guarantees. 


inducting Sen. Patrick Leahy, 


Friday. 

Mr. Levy asked Mr. Shoval to 
tell Mr. Baker that “ without the 
guarantee s Israel would have no 


Mr. Pell said he had not made 
up his mind- “I oppose settle- 
ments in the oc cup i e d te r ri to rie s, 
but Soviet Jews are not responsi- 


cfacrice but to absorb -famnifr— bfe tor Israel’s policy and should 


rants,” the official said. 


opt be die ones to suffer for it,* 


• Mr. Shoval was ■!«> told to say he said. 

Israel “may have d if f icu lty Hut Sen. Barbara M D o i b k i , 
ab s or bin g rti««e who have ar- another Democrat on the. S enate 
rived,” the n ffw*! added. Appro p riations Subcommittee, 

Israel Radio said Saturday that said she would insist on prompt 
Washington has offered Israel a approval of the guarantees. 
m mp m mtM rtf ten* of imHimM nf “These loan guarantees -should 
doOais in extra financial aid to be finked to anything,” she 
Israel as compensation for a delay said. “They are needed for huma- 


in considering the guarantees. 

- The foreign ministry official 
had no information on the report. 


mtanan purp o se s. 

And Repbnbcan Sen. Connie 
Mack said in a fetter to Mr. 


The guarantees would enable Lea hy th at “If Cong ress delays 
Israel to borrow the money from the provision of loan gua tA » i tees 
.commerical K»nW at favourable for Israel it would be perceived 
rates with repayment stretched by .the Arab World as a dear 
over 30 years. invitation to link U.S. hmnamta- 

“We hope tins will be dealt 

with in the rigte spirit, in the right (Cautinned on page 5) 


Iraq pledges to spend 
oil proceeds on people 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraq, 
pledging aO proceeds from a li- 
mited res ump tion of oil sales 
would go to feed and care for its 
people,, said S atur d ay that any 
ceding imposed by the United 
Nations wrxritf be too low. 

Communications and Tansport 
Minister Abdul Setter A1 Mu’mi 
said a S2.4 bflfion safes figure 
-being s ngg ntf rd at UJI. head- 
quarters would not baraou^i to' 
meet Iraq's, needs. . 

“Whatever the size or amount 
of oO that win be sold, this 
amount- will not be .enoni'h to 
satisfy requirements,” he raid in 
an interview .with Renters. 

Hie- was commenting on a re- 
port by U.N. Sec re t ar y-General 
Javier Perea de Cuellar that Iraq 
needed 50 per cent more oU safes 
that the $ 1.6 billion ceiling 
approved by the Security Council 
last month. ■ 

In a final version , of the report 
obtained by Reuters, the UJN. 
chief said Iraq would need to sdl 
tile extra ofl over the next six 
months for food purchases to 
avert “fufl-scak. fiamne and a 

.major h uman ’ 

Iraq, one of the top three ml 
expoiten before the Gulf crias, 
has been under a crippling U.N.. 
trade onbaigo since it invaded 
Kuwait 13 'months ago. 

' The CpunriPs Aug. 15 resolu- 
tion stipulated that Iraq would 
not have direct access to oQ pro- 
fits, must pay certain U.N. costs 
and set aside one-t hir d of the 
amoufat raired to gp towards war 
reparations- Jt said tiie UJN> must 
siqiervise distrib ut i on , of goods 
bought with the proceeds. . 

"■ Iraq has rejected the cbnfi- 
tioris. The reductions would cut 
thea mount Baghdad receivesto 
S933 imlfion, . haif tiie amount 


UJN. Gulf envoy Prince Sadrud- 
din Aga Khan said it needed fm- 
food, health, water, sanitation 
and agriculture. 

Mr. Maim said Iraq was better 
placed to decide its priori ti e s than 
the UJN. and needed all revenue 
from the oO it would be allowed 
to sell — . w it h out any d edn e tio ns 

— to mee t ptMMg humanitari an 

needs. 

“We want to... nse the re- 
venues that we can get from these 
od deals according to the priori- 
ties set by the leadership, of Iraq. 
Those priorities will be food, 
medicine, humanitarian needs 
and oeztainly they will never in- 
clude military requirements,” 
Mr. Mu’im said. 

In an interview published 
Saturday in the newspaper Babfl, 
OO Minister Usama A1 Hid said: 
“We are ready now to produce 
and export more than one million 
barrels a day in case we get 
perm iss i on and the sanctions are 
fifted.” 

-Iraq’s telecommunications, 
bridges, roads and railways were 
main targets of the U.S.-led allies 
during the six-week war. 

Mr. Mn’ini said that, wink 
some telephone and telex finks 
had been reestablished with the 
outside world, it would be im- 
possible to restore the country’s 
telecommunications ontO the 
trade embargo was lifted. 

He saw “no signs on the hori- 
zon” of an end to the sanctions, 
adding: “The embargo has an 
effect on all parts of fife.” 

.Food and medicine are exempt 
from the U-N. trade embargo, 
but Iraq has do means to buy 
them. Health service officials re- 
port a shortage of drugs of an 

(Cmthmwf «■ page 5) 


may attach the loan gua r a n tees to 


Mrl Bush Saturday, along with an appropriations biD, could de- 
Secretary of State James Baker rafl the Middle East peace oonfer- 
awH odier top arf m!nktn >tinn nffi. cnee the United States and tiie 
dais,' Called Senate members Soviet Union hope to co-sponsor 
' seeking aareement to block the -next month. 

“Let’s not Wow it” Mr. Bnsh 
The calk to senators, which declared. 


Mr. Bosh indicated displeasure 
with Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 


idential retreat at fjmp David, zhak Shamir’s determination to 
came after brad refused to hold go ahead with the formal aid 


off cm its bid for help. request. 

Saturday, an Israeli fa w i gn “We don’t need an acrimo- 
minior y official fatrf Foreign mous debate just as we’re about 
Minister David Levy has said that to get tins peace c on f eren ce con- 
f ut nre Soviet immigration to vened,” Mr. Bosh told reporters 
Tpa ^ r tm|{ i be jf at the White House. 

United States fails to approve the Several prominent Democrats 


The Israeli official,' who spoke who beads a subcommittee that 
oo concfitio u of anonymity, said handles foreign aid appropria- 
Mr. Levy instructed Israeli txms, had signalled in advance 
Ambassador to Washington Zal- their snpport for’ such a delay, 
man Shoval to seek u rg en t con- Democrat Sen. Claiborne Pell, 
sideration of the knp guarantee chairman of tiie Senate Foreign 
request, despite Mr. Bush’s caD Relations Committee, said Con- 
fer a delay. Mr. Shoval submitted gress probably would agree to 
the request to Mr. on Mr. Bash’s request for a delay. 


Combined agency dispatches 

ISR AEL HAS -for the first time 
hinte d that refusal of its request 
for U.S. aid could affect its parti- 
cipation in an American-sponsored 
Middle East peace conference. 

An Israeli counter-offensive 
began at home and in the United 
States after President George 
Bush asked Congress Friday to 
postpone for 120 days considera- 
tion of Israel’s request for $10 
bOUon in loan guarantees. 

Israel needs the guarantees so 
it can borrow more cheaply on 
world markets to reset- 

tle one millio n Soviet Jewish im- 
migrants expected by 199S. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
finked the request for guarantees 
to Israelis participation at a peace 
conference which Washington 
hopes to sponsor with Moscow in 
October. 

Israel gave conditional approv- 
al to the co n fere n ce in July after 
the Arabs agreed to attend. Mr. 
Bnsh and his SeaetMj of State 
James Baker are now trying to 
h rmg Palestinians m*d^r Israeli 
rule to the bargaining table. 

“As... Baker said, everything 
has an impact, this might have an 
impact as well,” Mr. Shamir told 
Israel Television's Arabic service, 
answering a question oo whether 
a refusal of the guarantees would 
affect Israeli participation. 

This was in marked contrast to 
his eariier attempts to deny any 
link b e t w een the guarantees and 
die peace process. 

- Asked if a U.S. refusal to grant 
the guarantees would affect the 


peace process, Mr. Shamir said: 
“It is liable to.” 

Bat Mr. Shamir added that 
Israel bad not set receiving the 
guarantees as a condition for 
joining the talks. 

“There is no such condition,” 
be said, “Objectively, this does 
not help. First, it makes Arab 
positions more extreme, it har- 
dens their positions, and the re- 
sults can be pretfictecL” 

Israel rejected a U.S. call to 
wait until after the peace confer- 
ence and formally requested the 
loan guarantees Friday. 

Its economy is too weak to 
absorb huge numbers of immig- 
rants unaided and Mr. Shamir has 
mobilised the powerful Jewish 
lobby in the United States to win 
congressional support. 

Mr. Shamir and Ids right-wing 
coafitioo partners hare refused ID 
stop settling Jews in the occupied 
ter ri torie s . This his pitted them 
Mr. Bosh, who views the 
s etHemen l s as s major obstacle to the 
peace he wants to forge. 

Mr. Shamir has angered Washing- 
ton by speeding op settlement during 
Mr. Baker’s post-Gulf war peace mo- 
rions to the re g ion. 

“We wffl take oo «*«"<* of un- 
ravelling the peace process,” Mr. 
Bush said, announcing the request for 
a guarantee delay. “We want to give 
pe a c e a chance... this is no time to 
inflame passion on both rides.” 

An influx of American money 
would anger Arabs just over one 
week before Mr. Baker is due back in 
the Middle East to convince Palesti- 
nians to peace t»n« 

brad has pledged not to use U-S. 
aid to settle Soviet ne wc ome r s in the 
xoaoupied territories. But the u nmig - 
azttt’ p resen c e in an akeady tight 


boosing market encourages other 
Israelis to take up cheap government 
loans to move to the West Bank and 
Gaza. 

“The American guarantees are 
most crucial to our success in absorb- 
ing the immigra nt*." and their abs- 
ence could cut the immigration flow. 
Central Bank Governor Yaacov 
Prankei said. 

Israel's inflation-ridden economy 
coold also be forced to “borrow 
larger sums that we don’t hare" and 
pay back the loans at crippling in- 
terest rates,” Mr. Frenkel added. 

brad now needs $50 bOEoa in 
loans to resettle the Soviets over the 
next five years. 

Foreign Miniser David Levy has 
said that future Soviet i mmi g ra tion to 
brad could be jeopardized if the 
United States fads to ap prov e the 
housing Inan guarantees, a nunistxy 
official said Saturday. 

brad Radio said meanwhile that 
Washington has offered brad a com- 
promise of tens of millions of doDus 
in extra frwnfui aid to brad as 
co mp e nsati on for a delay in consider- 
ing the guarantees. 

The official, Mm spoke on condi- 
tion of anonymity, had no nfonntion 
on the report. As Washington’s 
largest foreign aid recipient, Israel 
now receives $3 billion m annual 
civilian ««i military assistance. 

The guarantees sought by Israel are 
to b or row money from banks at pre- 
ferred interest rates to build homing 
said provide jobs for 300,000 Soviet 
arrivals since 1989 and hundreds of 
tho usan ds more expected over the 
next two years. 

Israeh ambassador to Wasbmgton- 
Zahnan Sboval submitted the request 
to Secretary Baker on Friday. 

Finance Minister Yitzhak MftAw 
was expected abo to hand the request 

. (Continued on page 5) 


Soviet Union splits but leaders 
call for economic integration 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Soviet 
republics are parting company 
with their former Kremlin infers 
hot will co ntinue t o work 
together in a framework smular 
to the European Community 
(EC), acting Soviet Prhfae Minis- 
ter Ivan Silayev said Saturday. 

A day after tiie Baltic states 
secured independence, Mr. 
Silayev called for an economic 
agreement embracing both for- 
mer Soviet republics and Central 
European nations, standing side- 
by-side with the mighty EC. 

“There might be doubts about 
die number of countries that wifi 
join such an agreement — maybe 
Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria, Po- 
land and Hungary,” be told a 
Moscow meeting of the Geneva- 
based World Economic Forum. 

“We believe we will have a 
similar arrangement to what you 
have now,” be said in reference 
to current EC cooperation on 
-trade and economic pofides. 

But it is doubtful that Central 
European n a t io n s, some of 
which are bidding for EC mem- 
bership, wfil be keen on marrying 
their economies to Moscow again 
so soon after divorcing die old 
Soviet Union. Hangary has 
I already reacted coolly to the idea. 

The Baltic states, independent 
after half -a ce n t u ry of Soviet 
control, have also said they want 
to distance themselves as moch as 
-possible and look to the West. 


But they have been cooperating 
« in working oat an agreement with 
Soviet republics. 

Mr. Silayev, p rim e minister of 
the Russian Federation, the big- 
gest Soviet republic, has been 
effective head of the Soviet gov- 
ernment since last month’s failed 
coup by hardfiness in die Com- 
munist Pfetty, army and security 
services. 

IBs vision of preserving some 
sort of “common economic 
space” in die face of republican 
independence demands was 
shared by Eduard She va rdnadze, 
a leader of die New Democratic 
Reform Movement. 

But the white-haired Georgian 
wanted to expand it further, 
building bridges -between East 
and West as be (fid during his 
term as Soviet foreign minister. 
Mr. Shevardnadze resigned in 
December with a dramatic warn- 
ing of impending dictatorship. 

Mr. Shevardnadze said Satur- 
day that Ire blamed hfanself partly 
for the rapid crumbling of the 
union fry not offering the repub- 
lics autonomy eariier. 

“Perhaps I, above all, should 
have understood since I should 
have known what tire nationalism 
problems might lead to,” Mr. 
Shevardnadze said in British 
radio interview. 

Mr. Shevardnadze is now at 
odds with tire leaders of Georgia 


who have declared independ- 
ence. 

“Of course I realised we should 
be resolving certain things more 
quickly, more decisively. That 
perhaps was my mistake,” he 
added, speaking through an inter- 
preter. 

“You know, if we’d offered our 
republics a deal like the new 
union — even less than that — 
three years ago, they’d have all 
signed it straight array.” 

Mr. Shevardnadze, who res- 
igned last year after predicting 
foe coup attempt by hardliners, 
also said the Soviets urgently 
need a new democratic party. IBs 
big fear now, be said, was food 
riots tins winter. 

On tire breakup of tire Soviet 
Union, Mr. Shevardnadze said 
tire old mrion’had not “collapsed 
entirely.” 

He added be believed that in 
an international crisis, such as last 
year’s Gulf war, the independent 
republics and Moscow would 
have a single policy. 

“There’s got to be a common 
economic space, a proper military 
strategy and single foreign poli- 
cy,” Mr. Shevardnadze said. 

“It’s becoming more and more 
likely that tbeyTl become mem- 
bers of tire United Nations. Sure- 
ly, them, tire Soviet Union would 
stay on the Security Council and 
tbell want it to represent their 
agreed position.” 


Ceasefire holding in W. Sahara 


RABAT (Agencies) — A cease- 
fire in the desolate Weston 
Sahara a ppeared to be holding 
Saturday, a day after foe U.N. 
proclaimed a formal peace in a 
territory torn by desert war for 15 
yean. 

Morocco and foe Polisario 
Front both smd they would re- 
spect the ceasefire in the thinly- 
populated former Spanish col- 
ony. Blue-berated U.N. troops 
were fanning out to oases where 
they will man a chain of observa- 
tion posts. 

Both Morocco and Pfafisario 
guerrillas said the ceasefire 
appeared to be holding. 

A 2^00-strong UJN. force of 
soldiers aod civilians will organise 
a referendum in January to en- 
able the people of the phosphate- 
rich territory to decade oo sett- 
rule under Pofisario or integra- 


tion with Morocco. 

U.N. sources said Saturday 
that 30 observer force sokfiers in 
combat dress arrived in Moroc- 
can army trucks at the town of 
Sinara 155 kilometres east of 
Laayonn and other SO - were to 
ar rive later in tire day. 

“Welcome to Laayoun. You 
will socmi join your cofleagnes in 
Smara where you wifi stay six 
days or so before taking np your 
positions,’* Canadian Major 
General Armand Roy told one 
group of peace-keepera on their 
arrival at Laayoun airport before 
dawn Saturday. 

The group comprised Amer- 
ican, Australian, British and Ke- 
nyan troops and a senior Chinese 
array officer. A total of 34 nations 
ara contr ibutin g to the U.N. 
I finuno force. 

Polisario chief Mohammad 


Abdul Aziz said at a news confer- 
ence Friday night his guerrillas 
would scnipak»sly respect tire 
ceasefire. 

Ahmad Alaoui, Moroccan 
minister of state without port- 
folio, said in an editorial pub- 
lished Friday “violations of tire 
ceasefire cannot come from 
Morocco but from external ele- 
ments trying to penetrate” West- 
ern Sahara. 

He said Pofisario giremllas 
were based outside the territory 
(in neighbouring Algeria and 
Mauritania) ami it was “up to the 
UJ4. to strictly control the activ- 
ity of these dements.” 

. Last month Moroccan troops 
crossed their defence lines along 
the disputed territory’s eastern 
borders to strike at what tire' 
Rabat government called Polisar- 
io infiltrators. 


Jordan sees Washington 
move as highly positive 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan Satur- 
day welcomed the request of U.S. 
President George Bush to delay 
congressional debate on $10 tril- 
lion in loan guarantees to Israel. 

Foreign Minister Abdullah En- 
sour praised tire American move, 
but he criticised Israel for ob- 
structing efforts to achieve peace 
in the Middle East. 

“The American position is 
positive and constructive and it is 
consistent with the public U.S. 
policy that building Israeli settle- 
ments in the occupied territories is 
an obstacle to peace,” Mr. En- 
sour was quoted as saying by the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra. 

He said: “We hope that this 
American position will continue 
because it will reveal Israel’s real 
intentions on peace efforts.” 

U.S. -Secretary of State James 
Baker had asked Israel to post- 
pone its request for $10 billion in 
loan guarantees until after a 
proposed Middle East peace con- 
ference in October. 

Israeli Prune Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir rejected foe appeal. Pres- 
ident Bnsh Friday asked Con- 
gress to deity considering the 
request for four months. 

Israel wants the loans to help 
absorb about one million Soviet 
Jewish immigrants expected by 
1995. 

Jordan, along with other Arab 


states, demands to halt to Jewish 
settlements in the occupied terri- 
tories. Washington also considers 
the settlement-building an obsta- 
cle to peace. 

Jordan is seeking assurances 
that Israel will comply with U.N. 
resolutions calling for its with- 
drawal from the occupied Arab 
territories. 

A Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (FLO) official Saturday 
welcomed tire request by Presi- 
dent Bush to delay c on gres sional 
debate on the Israeli request for 
loan guarantees. 

Khafed AI Hassan, head of 
foreign affairs in the Palestine 
National Council (PNC), des- 
cribed Mr. Bush's action as “posi- 
tive.” 

Mr. Hassan, in a communique, 
said Mr. Bosh’s “positive mea- 
sure” was taken “in the face of 
Israeli greed” and corresponded 
with a “sincere and humane atti- 
tude’’ of the Palestinians. 

The PLO’s Central Committee 
decided Friday to ask the U.N. 
Security Council for help in per- 
suading Israel to allow 86 Palesti- 
nians from tiie occupied territor- 
ies to attend an upcoming meet- 
ing of tire PNC. 

The council is expected to meet 
in about two weeks in Algiers to 
discuss the proposed peace con- 
ference. 


France: Palestinians must 
choose their negotiators 


PARIS (AP)~ — President Fran- 
cois M ilieu an d, in an interview 
published Saturday, said the 
Palestinians must be allowed to 
choose freely their representa- 
tives to a Middle Ea& peace 
confe ren ce. 

implicitly rejecting conditions 
posed by Israel, Mr. Mitterrand 
told the United Arab Emirates' 
(UAE) official news agency that 
the planned peace conference 
would fail unless the Palestinians 
could choose an “authentic” de- 
legation. 

Mr. Mitterrand’s office re- 
leased the text of tire inter vie w, 
cond uct ed in advance of a visit to 
France Monday by tire UAH’s 
president. Sheikh Zayed Ben Sul- 
tan AI Nahayan. 

“For the peace talks to be 
fruitful it is important to ensure 
an authentic Palestinian repre- 
sentation... which could commit 
tire Palestinatns to a (peace) set- 
tlement, " Mr. Mitterrand said. 

“What propose would there be 
in a cfialogne with r epresent a tives 
whose legitimacy would be open 
to question?” Mr. Mitterrand 
asked. “The Palestinians most be 
able to choose freely their repre- 
sentatives, and it is incumbent on 
tire differ en t concerned parties to 
respect their wishers.” 

Israel has accepted a U.S.-. 
Soviet invitation to job a peace 
conference only on condition that 
no members of the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) and 
no Palestinian residents of Arab 
East Jerusalem participate. 


Mr. Mi t te r ra nd abo described 
Jewish •settlements in tire occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip 
as illegal, saying Israel’s con- 
tinned drive to settle Jews in the 
occupied territories raised suspi- 
cion about its intentions in the 
proposed talks. 

Mr. Mitterrand denied that 
France and its European partners 
have been sidelined by tire Un- 
ited slates, which is leading cur- 
rent efforts to resolve the Arab- 
Israeti conflict. 

“France and Europe had set 
the modulations of tire seftiement 
on the basis of tire respect of right 
and justice and are con tiwu u g 
their work-.the Europe an Com- 
munity intend s to play an ac tiv e 
rote in the framewor k of tire 
forthcoming peace conference in 
which it wifi take part as an 
observer,” be said. 

When asked what would 
France do if Israel refused to 
implement U.N. Security Council 
resolutions 242 and 338 that caD 
for its withdrawal from the occu- 
pied territories in ret ro n for 
peace, Mr. Mitterrand said: 

“All conflicts in the Middle 
East should be settled acconfing 
to the same pri nc i pl es. France, 
winch has c on tributed actively in 
implementing U.N. resolutions 
and to impose the respect of 
legitimacy in the Gulf, is in a 
position to remind (the world) of 
that.” 

He said any lasting settlement 
(C ontinue d mi page 5) 


Palestinian shot and 
wounded in Jerusalem 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM main entrances to East Jern- 
( Agencies) — A Palestinian man safem, witnesses said, 
was shot at dose range and In other weekend violence foor 

seriously wounded Saturday in a firebombs were thrown Friday 
parking lot outside the old Wal- night at a home owned by Israeli 
led City’s Jaffa Gate, police said. Housing Minster Ariel Sharon in 
They said the victim, identified the Old City, causing no injuries 
only as a resident of the nearby or d amag e , police said, 
village of Akab, was nubed to Two of the bombs ignited on 
Ha dassa h Hospital in Ein Karem the balcony and tiie other two in 
in serious condition. the backyard. There were no 

The motive for the attack was injuries and only slight damage 
nuclea r and under investigation, was caused. 

A pofice spokesman said tire Mr. Sharon bought the home in 
victim was shot “as he was about tire Muslim quarter several years 
to get into his car” in the Mantilla ago. He spends little time at the 
lot, winch is across tiie street Iroase, which has become a target 
from Jaffa Gate at about 1100 for dem on strations and stone- 
GMT. throwing by Palestinians. 

A Ford escort automobile was The bodies of two Palestinians 
spotted fleeing tire scene, his were discovered in the IsraeB- 
statement added. It did not say occupied Gaza Strip Friday, 
whether it bore yellow Israeli Israel Television said, 
license plates or blue plates which A 49-year old resident of the 

are issued to Pales tinians in the Nnsseirat refugee camp was 
occupied West Bank. found dead in MuwazL In Khan 

Po&re conducted wide searches Yanis, Palestinians found the 
for suspects and dosed off other body of a Gaza readent. 
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France ready for bilateral 
security formulas in Gulf 




Iraq criticises U.S., U.K 
for accepting Kuwaiti claims 


BAHRAIN (AP) — French Pres- 
ident Francois Mitterrand was 
quoted Saturday as saying France 
was ready to enter into bilateral 
security arrangements with indi- 
vidual Gulf countries. 

Mr. Mitterrand made the state- 
ment in an interview with Abu 
Dhabi's official news agency 
WAM before a visit to Paris 
starting Monday by United Arab 
, Emirates (UAE) President 
Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan A1 
Nahayan. 

The French president told the 
agency, monitored in Bahrain, 
that preserving the security and 
. stability of the Golf region after 
■two major wars is now “an inter- 
national priority.” 

It was up to the Gulf littoral 
states to define the measures 
. needed for their defence and 
“then the United Nations can 
guarantee the arrangements,” he 
said. 

France, he said, “is ready on a 
bilateral level ... if it is asked to 
do so, to lend its support in 
accordance with formulas that get 
defined.” 

Mr. Mitterrand's interview fol- 
lows Washington's announce- 
ment that its 10-year security pact 
with Kuwait may be followed by 
similar arrangements with Saudi 
Arabia, Bahrain, Qatar, Oman 
and (he UAE. 


Kuwait is also reportedly plan- 
ning a similar pact with Britain, 
which together with France were 
the main Western powers in the 
U.S.-led coalition that waged the 
Gulf war to end Iraq’s seven- 
month occupation of Kuwait. 

The ax Arab countries are 
members of the Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council (GCC) alliance. 
They are all armed by the West 
but the UAE among them has the 
closest military ties with France. 

Mr. Mitterrand said that 
France was following up the GCC 
discussions on the pertinent milit- 
ary arrangements to guarantee 
security after the Gulf war and 
the earlier eight-year Iraq-Iran 
war. 

Mr. Mitterrand did not directly 
back Iran's persistent demand fair 
participation in regional security 
arrangements but he said the 
dialogue with Iran “most allow all 
Gulf littoral states the same 
objectives in the field of secur- 
ity.” 

France's relations with Iran 
have been improving after 
Tehran’s years of rifts with West- 
ern powers, and Mr. Mitterrand 
noted in the interview that be has 
accepted in principle an invitation 
from President Hashemi Rafsan- 
jani to visit Tehran. 

Turning to Lebanon, a country 
with which France has historical 
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Francois Mitterrand 
connections, Mr. Mitterrand said 
he was satisfied that security had 
spread over a large part of the 
country after 16 year of civil war. 
He said Lebanon's government 
was gradually regaining author- 
ity. 

He added: “We must look 
from now to the withdrawal of 
the foreign forces" from the 
country. 

France traditionally supports 
Lebanon's Christian Maronite 
communit y and is the exile home 
of former Lebanese army com- 
mander Michel Aoun, who led a 
rebellion against the Syrian- 
backed go ve r nm ent and the pre- 
sence of Syrian troops in Leba- 
non. Israel also has a mflitary 
presence in South Lebanon. 

WAM*s interview ran in the 
Arabic language. 


Bush calls for extra effort Aoun 
to convene Cyprus talks assails 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
President George Bush Friday 

.endorsed efforts by U.N. 
Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de CueUar to convene a high- 
level conference on the divided 

■ island of Cyprus this month. 

Mr. Perez de CueUar said 

• Thursday that such a conference 
could still be held and called on 
ail parties to redouble their 

. efforts and cooperate with his 
representatives in completing 

■ preliminary work. 

The United Nations has been 
trying for years to end the divi- 
sion of Cyprus, virtually parti- 
tioned since Ttirirish troops occu- 
pied the northern part of the 
island in 1974 after a short-lived 
coup in Nicosia engineered by the 
military junta then ruling Greece. 

Mr. Bosh gave impetus for a 
new bid to solve the problem 
during a trip to Turkey and 
Greece in July. 

He- announced on Au& 2 that 
Greek Prime Minister Constan- 
tine Mitsotakis and Thrirish Presi- 
dent Turgot Ozal had agreed to 
attend a U.N.-sponsored meeting 
on Cyprus in September provided 
sufficient progress had been 
made in narrowing differences. 

“These are times of momen- 
tous change and of great oppor- 
tunity,” said a statement from 

• White House spokesman Roman 

‘Popa/Snk. “In this spirit, the 

secretary-general's announce- 

- inent reflects the fact that all of 
the parties involved realise that a 
lasting settlement may be within 
ybeir grasp.” 

- “Difficult issues remain,” he 
said. “The president encourages 
all of the parties to continue the 
hard work and statesmanship that 
have brought them this far so that 
the remaining obstacles can be 
overcome.'' 

• Mr. Popadiuk said U.S. offi- 


cials remained in dose contact 
with all the parties and is pre- 
pared to assist Mr. Pere z de 
Coellar “in whatever be sees fit to 
h dp ensure the success of this 
endeavour.” 

Sam pso n Breed 

Nicos Sampson, convicted 
leader rtf the abortive coup which 
led to the Turkish invasion and 
division of Cyprus, was released 
from prison on a legal technicality 
Friday. 

Mr. Sampson, 55, was released 
from Nicosia's central prison as 
several hundred support e rs and 
foes scuffled at the p riso n gates. 
There were no injuries, and the 
crowds dispersed after the in- 
tervention of police. 

Mr. Sampson is considered a 
hero by many Greek Cypriots for 
his part in die armed resistance 
agamst British colonial role which 
ended in 1960. Right-wingers ap- 
plauded hu efforts to unite the 
island with Greece. 

Left-wing Greek Cypriots con- 
sider the former newspaper pub- 
lisher a traitor, responsible for 
splitting Cyprus. 

In 1976, Mr. Sampson was con- 
victed and sentenced to 20 years 
in prison for his role In a bloody 
coup which overthrew the late 
Archbishop Makarios in July 
1974. 

After three years in jail be was 
allowed to travel abroad for 
medical treatment. He stayed in 
exile for it years despite his 
assurance that he would return 
promptly. 

Mr. Sampson returned to Cyp- 
rus in June 1990, and was put 
back in prison. At the time au- 
thorities said he would have to. 
serve until at least 1994. His' 
sentence had been shortened by 
partial pardons. 


Members of the Board of Directors and all 
members of the Jordanian Scandinavian 
Friendship Association present to Their 
Royal Highnesses Prince Raad Bin Zeid and to 
Princess Mqjda, the Honorary Presidents of the 
Association, their sincere condolences on the 
passing away of H.R.H Prince Raad’s* late mother 


May the AS Mi$ty bless to Sod. 


Syria 

despite 

French 

warning 

PARIS (R) — Exiled Lebanese 
General Michel Aoun has made a 
new verbal attack against Syria 
despite French warnings to keep 
quiet while on French t erri tory. 


Saturday quoted Gen. Aoun as 
saying Damascus tricked him into 
seeking refuge in the French 
embassy in Beirut when Syrian 
f or ces attacked his headquarters 
last October. 

He said Syria caiyjcd out^the 
attack because die United States 
and land “had washed their 
hands of me.” But he said be was 
not alone “because 1 know the 
whole Lebanese people feels it is 
in exile with me.” 

* Gen. Aoun, a Christian leader, 
led a rival g o ve rnm ent in a two- 
year fight against Syria's military 
presence in Lebanon but fled to 
the French embassy last Oct. 13 
after Syrian planes bombed his 
presidential palace headquarters. 

He arrived last week in France, 
where he was granted asylum on 
condition that he avoided politic- 
al statements. 

The government warned Gen. 
Aoun Friday to remain silent 
after he was quoted in an earlier 
interview as saying the Lebanese 
people would rise up within a 
year and eject Syrian troops. 

Le Figaro quoted Gen. Aoun 
as saying: “Both die French 
ambassador to Lebanon and 1 
were tricked (by Syria)... Much 
demanded that the ceasefire I 
asked for (last October) be 
announced by me from the 
French embassy p re m i se s.” 

Gen. Aoun said once he was 
inside the embassy, Syrian artil- 
lery opened fire on the prem ises, 
forcing him to stay there and 
catting him off from his forces, 
which were then crashed. 

He said his goal remained a 
Lebanese state “above religious 
issues ... and no longer just an 
oasis of tolerance in toe region.” 

Lebanese Foreign Minister 
Fans Bouez summoned French 
Ambassador Daniel Hasson this 
week to complain about Gen. 
Aoun's statements. 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — An 
Iraqi U.N. diplomat criticised the 
United States and Britain Friday 
for accepting Kuwait's account of 
an alleged Iraqi landing on the 
emirate's Bubiyan Island that was 
later disputed by U-V- investiga- 
tors. 

“That U.S. and British stand 
really encouraged an already- 
hostile Western media to Iaundi 
yet another campaign of lies and 
fabrication against Iraq,” Iraqi 
United Nations Charge d T Af- 
faires Sabah Talat Kadrat told a 
news conference. 

He said the U.N. findings were 
an objective refutation of 
Kuwait’s “false allegations” and 
showed that “American and Brit- 
ish circles” who accepted them 
without question were biased and 
displayed an irre s ponsible atti- 
tude to w ards Iraq. 

The United States and Britain 
last week expressed concern over 
tile incident and tbe U.N. Secur- 
ity Council authorised its presi- 
dent to warn Iraq against any 
repetition of this and .other 
alleged incursions into Kuwaiti 
territory. 

Kuwait bad charged that some 
80 armed Iraqis wearing civilian 
clothes disembarked from two 
armed boats and attacked 


Bubiyan Aug. 28. It said 43 
captured and tbe remainder hid 
out on die island. 

Kuwait also said a dozen Imp 
navy boats based on the Fao 
peninsula supported the introders 
but that Kuwaiti pbures destroyed 
seven and that the other five fled. 

A U.N. report Wednesday said 

an investigation by the U.N. Iraq* 
Kuwait Observation Mission 
(UNIROM) found that a detach- 
ment of four Kuwait coastguard 
boats took custody of 11 Iraqi 
fishing vessels and one speedboat 
in the waters off Bubiyan, 
together with their crews, totall- 
ing 45 persons. 

No one was taken from Iraqi 
crews had collected anunumtion 
and other items mi Bubiyan for 
financial gam, UNIKOM found 
no evidence there bad been 
weapons on the Iraqi boats or 
that tbe Kuwaiti coast guarduard 
vessels had been fired on from 
two points on Bnbiyan, as 
all edged by Kuwait. 

The report also said UNIKOM 
patrols had not so far noticed any 
Iraqi naval presence at tbe 
marine facility from which 
Kuwait said 12 Iraqi mSnuy 
boats had sailed towards 
Bubiyan. 


U.N. secretary-general 
outlines Tehran agenda 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — U.N. 
Secretary General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar said Saturday that 
Gulf security, Afghanistan, and 
full implementation of UK. Re- 
solution 598, which ended the 
Iran-Iraq war in August 1988, will 
be the focus of discussions on his 
upcoming trip to Tehran. 

Tertian Radio, monitored in 
Nicosia, quoted him as saying in 
an exclusive interview in London, 
that “if Iranian officials want to 
raise any other issue, I would be 
happy to discuss h.” 

Mr. Perez de CueUar is ex- 
pected in Tehran Tuesday. 

His main task if believed to be 
to try and broker an exchange of 
Western hostages held by pro- 
Iranian Lebanese factions for 
Arab prisoners held by Israel. 

But the I ranians , who deny 
involvement in hostage-taking, 
are unlikely to want to concen- 
trate on tbe issue of the hostages. 

The Iranians want full imple- 
mentation of Resolution 598. The - 
tssug.qf identifying responsibility ^ 
for the 1980-88 Iran-Iraq war, " 
and paying war reparations, in- 
cluded in the resolution, has yet 
to be settled. The Iranians blame 
Iraq for starting the conflict. 


Iranian officials also that 
security in the Gulf should be 
privided by die regional coun- 
tries, not by the United Stales or 
other Western countries. 

Iran wants to be the major 
player in a Gulf security pact. 

Tehran also wants the civil war 
in Afghanistan ended. 

The Iranians insist Shiite 
Afghans, who constitute a small 
minority but practice tbe brand of 
Islam predominant in Iran, to be 
included in any future govern- 
ment. 

Mr. Perez de CueUar leaves for 
Paris over the weekend to 
address a policy fbram on African 
development Monday before 
flying to Tehran the following 
day. 

While in Tehran the secretary- 
general “would be ready to lis- 
ten” if the issue of hostages and 
prisoners held in the Middle East 
were raised, a UK. spokesman 
said: • . 

. [But be stressed that the trip to 
train, first announced on Aug. 27* - 
and also to Saudi Arabia, would 
focus on Afghanis tan and unim- 
plemented parts of Resolution 
596. 


Saudi paper urges Arabs to 
back U.S. stand on Mideast 


NICOSIA (R) — A Saudi Ara- 
bian newspaper on Saturday 
urged Arab countries to back the 
U.S. stand on the Middle East to 
avert foiling peace moves in the 
region. 

AJ Madina was commenting on 
an Israeli request to the U.S. for 
$10 billion in loan guarantees to 
help absorb Soviet immigrants. 
President George Bush has urged 
Congress to delay action for four 
months to keep Middle East 
peace efforts on track. 

“A big battel has actually be- 
gun within the American Con- 
gress, led by the organised Zion- 
ist lobby, to secure the required 
guarantees,” (he paper said in an 
editorial carried by the official 
Sandi Agency monitored in Nico- 
sia. 

“The Arab dear stand on the 
Issue is to project the American 
position. Any failure to adopt a 
firm attitude may weaken tbe 
American administration's capa- 
bility to adhere to its position,” it 
added. 

ATMadina said that to resolve 
the issue, “Arab diplomacy 
should take action at the highest 
level within the American Con- 
gress to foil Zionist moves and 
prevent aborting a last chance for 


peace in the Middle East.? ' 

Most Arab countries support 
joint U.S.-Soviet plans for a 
Mideast peace conference be- 
tween Israel and tbe Arabs based 
on U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tions pledging an exchange of 
occupied territory for peace. 

In Cairo, tbe semi-official AI 
Abram newspaper said chances 
of resolving the Arab-Iaradi con- 
flict were very small as long as tbe 
Jewish state received loans to 
resettle Jews in the occupied tcr^ 
ritories. 

Even if the peace conference, 
takes place “the chance to resolve 
(tbe crisis) and getting legitimate 
rights (for Palestinians) will re- 
main very small,” the paper said. 

“Most likely tire countries cafl- 
ing for, sponsoring or supporting 
the conference will consider 
Israel's participation a great gain 
... which must be met with a 
reward of aid and loans (to the 
Jewish state).” 

“Tbe building of settlements 
and encouraging immigration will 
co n ti n ue while the confer en ce 
stumbles ... until sooner not later 
the conference will fail, perhaps 
after years, along with whatever 
is left of the occupied (Arab) 
lands',” AI Ahram said. 


Qom — report 


KUWAIT CITY ( AP) — brae fi 
airman Ron Arad, who has been 
missing in Lebanon since 1986, is 
being hdd in a military camp near 
foe Iranian holy city of Qom, 
Iranian sources were quoted as 
saying Saturday. 

In a front-page report from 
Tehran, tbe daily Sawt AI Kuwait 
(Voice of Kuwait) said Mr. Arad 
was flown to Iran “around four 
months ago” and that only five 
people knew of it, including Hajj 
Riza Askari, foe commander of 
Iran's Revolutionary Guard con- 
tingent in Lebanon. 

Iran has dented a claim by a 
source in the pro-Syrian, main- . 
stream Suite Musfim Arnal mili- 
tia in Lebanon that Mr. Arad had 
been moved to Iran. It Mamed 
the report on a xumnor spread by 
“certain Zionist circles.” 

Acconfiog to Sawt AI Kuwait, 
foe Iranian sources said Iran 
would not mind sep ar ating the 
issue of Mr. Azad and two other 
Israeli servicemen held by its 
Lebanese protege, Hizboilah, 
from tbe issue of the Western 
hostages in Lebanon. 

It was undear whether such a 
step would speed up or delay foe 
release of foe Western hostages. 

Their fate has been tied to 
freedom for seven Israeli soldiers 
missing in Lebanon and 400 
Arabs held by Israel and its proxy 
Lebanese militia. But the hos- 
tages* release seems to have bog- 
ged down as Israel tries to get 
definite word on its missing men. 

Israel demands such informa- 
tion before releasing Lebanese 
and Palestinian prisoners in ex- 
change for its soldiers or their 
remains, a step that could lead to 
freeing the 11 Westerners missing 
in Lebanon. 

Tbe prisoners indude a Hizboi- 
lah activist. Sheikh Abdul Karim 
Obeid, who was kidnapped from 
his home in South Lebanon by 
Israeli paratroop er s in 1989. 

The paper quoted foe sources 
as saying that some mefoatois, 
including Israeli arms dealer 
Yaacov Nimrodi, are currently 
making contacts between Tehran 
and Tel Aviv to deal with the 
issue of Mr. Arad and two ser- 
vicemen believed held by Hizbol- 
lah. 

“Iran has informed Israel 
through foe (unnamed) mediator 
it was ready to exchange the three . 
Israeli soldiers with ... Obeid and 
five members of HaboDah held in 
Israel,” the paper quoted the 
sources as saying. 

Sawt AI Kuwait quoted the 
unidentified sources as saying 
Mr. Arad's removal from Leba- 
non to Iran was “one of tbe 
boldest and most important op- 
erations carried out by foe Re- 
volutionary Guard with the help 
of Iran’s intelligence app ar atus.” 

The sources said die derision to 
move Mr. Arad was taken after 
Lebanese ^nd Syrian patrols be- 
gan searching the areas dose to 
where Mr. Arad was hefcL They 
did not say where. 

Once the decision was taken, 
Mr. Askari took his “well- 
known” van from the Sheikh 
Abdallah barracks in Baalbek, 
where some of the hostages are 
believed held, and drove to 
Damascus, according to the 
sources. 

On his way, be stopped “some- 
where at a small cafe,” where 
three members of the Revolu- 
tionary Guard were waiting for 
him with Mr. Arad, whose face 
had been covered with bandages 
so he could pass as a wounded 
Revolutionary Guard member. 

Tbe sources said that Mr. 
Askari accompanied the four 
men to a plane belonging to Iran 
Airways that was waiting to fly 
them to Iran. 

Both I ranian and Lebanese 
Shnte officials have been blaming 
Israel for delaying tbe ideaseof 
the Western hostages by refusing 
to release Arab prisoners, despite 
'last month's release of two hos- 
tages, a Briton and an American, 
by Lebanese militias. 


1 By m Jordan Ttaes *. 
»tff Reporter 

AMMAN — Several jiraor-Jewi 
executives and officials' who 
served the eoBq peed Petra-Bank 
under its former Chairman 
Ahmad Chalabi sought to prove 
in court Saturday font they were 
only obeying orders from Dr. 
Chalabi and had very little to do 
with political and operations 
whkh -violated Jordanian bank- 
ing regulations. 

Mater Waked, member of an 
opera* committee winch investi- 
gated die Beta Bank scandal 
under a mandate from foe Cen- 
tral Bank of Jordan (CBJ), was 
subjected to five hours of cross- 
examination by defence lawyer 
Hanna Naddeh in foe military 
court trying the cases. 

Dr. Waked last week con- 
cluded three days of testimony 
Involving 28 cases related mostly 
to foreign opera tio ns of Petxa 
Bank under the Chalabi manage- 
menL Cross examinations started 
Saturday and are expected to 
continue. 

The defence lawyer brought 
out key dements of tbe Jordanian 
banking laws and accepted norms 
and practices in sup port of Ms 
argument that his clients played 
no otter role in foe violations 
except carrying out executive 
orders from Dr. Chalabi and peo- 
ple dose to farm in tbe highest 
echelons of the former manage* 
meat of Petra Bank. 

Dr. Naddeh songbt to prove 
that the defendants he repre- 
sented — Issa Khoury, an assis- 
tant manager at Petra Bank, Kha- 
lil Zaxter, another Petra Bank 
official, and several others — did 
not have any thing to do with the 
derisions to undertake any opera- 
tions in violations of regulations 
laid down by the CBJ but were 
doing what they were told if only 
for foe sake of keeping their jobs. 

One of the cases cited as an 
example in court was related to 
foe leasing of a ship by the 
Beirut-based Middle East Bank- 
ing Corporation (MEBCO), 
which was controlled by Dr. Cha- 
labi and some of his family mem- 
bra*. 

The lease, involving several 
mini on dollars, was guaranteed 
by . Petra Bank in a document 
furnished to MEBCO Geneva, 
also a Chalabi-contxoQed affiliate 
of the’ Lebanese firm. _____ 

Jordanian regulations prohibit 
such undertakings, and Petra 
B ank acted “in total disregard of 
the laws and rules of Jordan,” 
Dr. Waked said. 

The shipping lease fell through 
but Petxa Bank actually suffered 
the loss since it had to meet the 


legal ' ob&gatibn it undertook 


arcnrrimg to Dr.' Waked, 

The signature in tfie Petra/ 
Bade guarantee was font of Mr. 
Kbouty, wtewas afro reportedly ' 
involved in related negotiations. 
The defence v through cross- 
examining Dr. Waked on points 
utvotytog foe various aspects of' I 
banking practices, sought to ; 
make the point that junior-leve] 
officials r epre sen ted only foe ex- 
ecutive side of ope rati ons and 
thus Mr. Khoiny’s mvotveroem in j 
tte dead and bis signature on the . 
document. 

“The defence effectively is . 
ttying to establish that Dr. Chaia- 
bi was rumting a one-man show 
bat used Ms staff in tbetr official , 
capacity to ' execute Ms deri- ; 
sions,” said a lawyer dose to die .! 
case.” Its argument atao stqrs that . 
foe dependants were not aware 
that foe deals violated Jordanian 
banking regulations,” he said. 

“All evidence pomis put that . 
only a handful of fMofly members 
and dose associates were actually* . 
privy to Dr. Chalahft ventures, . 
both on the local as well as t 
foreign levels,” added tbe lawyer. . 
who requested ano nym ity. 

Ten lawyers are repres en ting . 
the defendants in oouxt and Dr. ; 
Naddeh is leafong foe defence 
side. Dr. Chalabi and several - 
other key defendants. — who . 
hare fled tte country —have not 
responded to court summons and . 
they are not represe n t e d in court. . 
Interpol has been contacted in a 
bid to have the absconding defen- * 
dants brought to Ionian for foe : 
trial, but officials say no progress 
has been made in this aspect. 

Also brought out In court by 
Dr. Waited were cases where 
Petra Bank bought large quanti- 
ties of gold in tiie local market 
and shipped tire metal outride to 
raise funds is foreign currency to 
support foe book's clandestine 
activities abroad. The deals in- 
volved “millions of dollars,” ! 
according to Dr. Waked. The 
gold sales were undertaken at a 
time when there was a massive*' 
shortage of forei g n currency in 
foe country and CBJ regulations 
banned the t r a ns fe r of more 
than S5,000 outride without offi- 
cial approval. - 

Dr. Waked afao.refened to bis 
finding that tte ChaUbi manage- 
ment had actively encouraged 
'and participate# to spccuiati ng In 
^foreign c omm odity and metal 
markets in violation of Jordanian 
banking regulations. 

Several financial institutions, ; 
including closed-down exchange 
houses — some of them directly 
controlled by Dr. Chalabi — are 
also involved in foe cate. 


Turkey arrests passport forgers . 

ISTANBUL (R) — Two Turks will-face trial on charges of selling 
forged Turkish passports used by the alleged killers of former 
Iranian Prime Minister Shapour Bakbtiar in Paris, a senior security 
official said Monday. He said Aydin Seaogfo and KahramanTemiz 
were arrested last month and accused of faking and selling two 
passports to Mesnt Edipsoy in Istanbul. Mr. Efopsoy, a Turk of 
Iranian origin, is charged with reselling them. The official said a 
search was under way foT further possible links to foe Bakhtiar case 
but did not elaborate. He said Halil Meoguc, a Turk, and Iranian 
Salman Timnak had also been arrested last month for passport 
offences but were not accused over the documents allegedly bused 
by Mr. Bakhtiar*s killers. Iranian AH Valriti Rad was arrested in 
Geneva on Aug. 21 and extradited to France, where he has been 
charged with the murder of Mr. Bakhtiar at his Paris home on Aug. 
6: Mr. Rad arrived in Paris from Tehran with Mohammad Azadi 
shortly before the killing- Mr. Azadi and a third man suspected of 
involvement are still at large. 

Afghans meet to plot assault 

PESHAWAR, Pakistan (R) — Afghan guerrilla commanders met 
in eastern Afghanistan Friday to plot an assault on Afghan 
President Najibullah's home town of Ganlez. A spokesman far top 
commander Jalateddin Haqani said about 150 field commanders 
from Paktia province met in the former government garrison of 
<Khost whkh fell to the guerrillas earlier this year- lte three-day 
council, winch began Thursday, was called to plan tactics for 
attacking Gardez to take advantage of what tbe Mujabedeen 
believe is Kabul’s weakness following the abortive coup in the 
Soviet Union. 
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ISM — Montague 

1830 UCSwvafierdeCSd 

19M New* in French 

IWi Scratagcme 

1W4 News in Hebrew 

284Q New* in Arabic 
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21:18 Documentary 
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22dt Hunter 
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St. Mary oTNuardb Church Svdfieh 
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Bufleba roppBed by tbe Department of 
Meteorology. 

It wfll be fair and winds will be 
northwesterly moderate. In Aqaba, 
winds wflj be norfberiy moderate and 
seas calm. 
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MhL/Max. temp. 

Amman ... 14/26 

Aqaba 20/33 

Deserts 15/32 

Jordan Vafley 22/34 

Yesterday** high temperature*: Am- 
man 26. Aqaba 32, Humidity readings: 
Amman 62 per cent. Aqaba 44 per 

w it 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Zdn ZagUoul 638591 

Dr. Abdul HadiThyyem 620115 

Dr. Abdul MspdAl Steer 79140S 

Dr. Yoiaef Sammoar 615648 

Fir m p ha rmacy .. — ............. 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

AI Awma pharmacy 637055 
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AlSbaraa’ pharmacy 
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Dr. Samir Lawn 

KJafifcb pharmacy 


Food Control Centre l 

Civil Defence Department i 

CM Defence Immcribitr. 

Reacne : » 

CM Defence Emergency 

Rescue Police 192.621111,4 

Fire Brigade......................... I 

Blood Bade ' 

Hgbway police i 

Traffic PoBce I 

Pab&Staaity Department 

Hotel Complaints 

Price Cowipferircts — 4 

Water and Sewerage 

Coaqdaints .... I 

Amman Municipality 
Complaints ......... 

Tel ^b OM ^I nfarm i rin e 


AMMAN: 

Kmsein Metficd Centre 813813/32 

KbaSdi Maternity. J. Amn_. 644281/6 
AkBehMstennty, J. Amn.... 642441/2 

Jaba] Amman Maternity 642362 

MaBas,J. Amman 636140 

■g d e arin c. Shmriwmi 664171/4 

Shmesani Hospital 4569131 

University Hospital 84S84S 

Al-Mna*her Hospital 667227/9 

Tbe Maatic, Abdafi 666127/37 

AI- AhU, AbdaE 664164/6 

taSan, Al-Mahajreen 777101/3 

AH3mh>r.J.Adnfich 775111/26 
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Queen ABa Hospital 60224050 

Amd Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Z«qa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)900560 

IbnSma Hospital — (09)906732 

AI Ham* Modem Htapital (09)990990 

nuwPi 

Primus Ba ma Hospital _ (02)275555 
Greek CalhoBc Hospital (02)272275 


IboAINafoc Hospital — (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital — (03)314111 


QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATtONAL AIRPORT 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

48:15 Vienna (RJ) 

Ifc38 Aqaba (RJ) 

1838 Jeddah (RJ) 

1*45 Dubai, Aba Dhabi (RJ) 

1*45 Dubai (RJ) 

1148 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

1L38 Beirut (RJ) 

toff Madrid (RJ) 

1848 Cairo (RJ) 

1848 New York (RJ) 


Rotm( 

...... Paris, Geneva ( 

. Frankfurt, Vienna! 
.. London, Brussels ( 


3M5 .... New York, A m ster da m (RJ) 

Otter Rights (TcrailfMf 2) 


t*n»ca(CY) 


12948 

14*5 

ttdl 


-Tr^obJ 

Bahrain | 

Larnaca ( 

Beirut ( 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Righto 
(Terminal 1) 

Bdrat(RJ> 

•fclS Aqaba (RJ) 

UM Tonis, CasaMaacafRJ) 

1*48 Istanbul (RJ ) 

UM - Cairo (RJ) 


2Um D hah ran (RI) 

Zldf Riyadh (RJ) 

21=3* Dnbai(Rj) 

213# Damascus (RJ) 

Zl*5 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

21*45 Koala Luznpor. Smnpoce (RJ) 


— Bangkok (RJ) 

aaas — — ” SmaQU) 

Otbar Rlghfo (Terminal 2) 

ifc 25 — — Rome(AZ} 

Ifett Tripoli (LN) 

15sB Bahrain (GF) 
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Okra ,;,w 
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Plum* ... 


Pepp er (»waa) 

P o t a to i 
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S weet mel on — ; — 
Waterme l on .... 


bBhpcxkg. 

‘mV .660 

500/450 

* 450/400 

550 / 450 

140/90 

300 250 

380/150 

400 / 350 

290 /200 

1000/900 

750/650 
■ ■ 280/220 
_.;30O/250 

500/400 

_;_430Q/ HD 
_ 400/ 350 
__*»/750 
220/150 
400/3» 


^ *40/380 
^r-rao/380 
^300/250 
600 / 500 

i^SSeo/aso 

150/50 
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RJ to open route to Canada, 
continues to upgrade operations 


AMMAN (J.T.) — - Hie natinn al 
air carrier, Royal. Jordanian (RJ), 
plans to open a roots to Toronto, 
Canada, lata: this year and is 
conducting feasibility studies for 
reopening its routes to Athens, 
Berlin and Dakka, RJ Chief Ex- 
ecutive Officer Husam AbuGha- 
zaleh announced Saturday. 

Operations by RJ, which sus- 
tained heavy kieses as a result of 
the Gulf crisis, are now returning 
to normal and increasing in 
volume, Mr. Abu Ghazaleh 
at the opening of an annual con- 
ference for beads of RJ offices in 
Southeast Asia and the Far East 

Describing thk summer's op- 
erations as productive, Mr. Abu 
G h aza le h said that the comin g 
winte r season ‘was expected to 
witness a flurry of activity on the 
part of die national air carrier in 
the course of export in g Jordan’s 
products to Europe. 

Air freight accounts for 25 per 
cent of RTs operations, winch 
plans to export the Kingdom’s 
huils and vegatablcs to European 
markets In die coming agricultu-- 
ral season, Mr. Abu Ghazaleh- 


Mr. Abu Ghazaleh, who last 
May estimated RTs kisses a result 
of die Gulf crisis at $100 million, 
said that the airline’s operations 
are gaining momentum. He cited 
the reopening earlier this year of 
the Amman-Beirut and later the 
Amman -Cotoinhn route as signs of 
improvement in the airline's 
world wide operations. ' 

Referring to the prospect of 
transforming RJ into a public 
share bolding company, Mr. Aba 
Ghazaleh said that the project is 
under consideration. But, he said 
major Jordapian organisations 
find the public will have the major 



Abu Ghazaleh 


share of the projected company. 

In a statement earlier this week 
to Sawt A1 Shaab daily, Mr. Abu 
Ghazaleh said that in imple- 
mentation of Royal directives to 
transform the airline into a public 
company, RTs managment Has 
-been in contact with numerous 
world organisations and the nego- 
tiations have now reached adv- 
anced stages towards helping to' 
achieve that goal. 


RJ Vice President for Com- 
mercial Affairs Dr. Majdi Sabri 
said that the meeting was de- 
signed to discuss plans for RTs 
operations in the coming winter 
and spring seasons. 

In addition, he said, the meet- 
ing would review RTs achieve- 
ments in the first eight months of 
1991 with particular attention to 
the Southeast Asian and Far 
Eastern routes. 


UNESCO Prepares to celebrate 
International Literacy Day 


By Malm Addas! 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Hie United Na- 
tions Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organisation 
(UNESCO) will celebrate In- 
ternational literacy Day Sun- 
day, acoanfing to officials at 
tiie UNESCO office in Am- 
man. * 

The celebration includes the 
showing of movies stressing the 
i mp ort an ce of literacy as well 
ap.thcdistrjfojrtion of five prizes 
for literacy ranging h value' 
between $10,000 and^SJXX). 
The winbera will be decided by 
a panel of judges. 

“This annual event h very 
important because It raises, 
public awareness of the prob- 
lem of illiteracy, said Hashem 
Abu-Zcid, a consultant for li- 
teracy and adult education at 
UNESCO’s Amman office. 
“There am two messages be- 
hind this international celebra- 
tion set op by UNESCO. The 
first is that education and li- 
teracy are essential to the pre- 
sent and fut ure well-being of 
society and the second h that . 
literacy and education are the 
nspoodinSty of all sectors of 
society." 

UNESCO’s latest statistics 
show that there are 950 mUBcm 
adult flfiterates in the world 
and another 100 milli on chil- 
dren between the ages of 6 and 
11 who.do not attend school. 

According to Mr. Abn-Zmd, 


the UNESCO statistics show 
that, compared with other 
Arab countries where illiteracy 
rates exceed 71 per cent, Jor- 
dan is in “good shape." 

“Jordan is ranked sixth in a 
group of 19 Arab countries for 
which recent statistics for B- 
tcracy rates have been made," 
Mr. AburZeid said. “There are 
1,365,000 Jordanians between 
die ages of 15 and 45, of which 
about 334,800 were illiterate as' 
shown, by statistics taken in' . 
1989/Tbe latest UNESCO fct*-' ‘ 
tistics for Jordan, of Jordan " 
mans who are 15 years or older 
.and taken in 1990, show that 
the illiteracy rate. (dropped 
from being over 23 per cent in 
1989 to 19.9 per cent.” 

He attributed die decrease 
in illiteracy to an increase in 
the number of facilities for 
adult education and a rise in 
the number of adults who at- 
tent these schools. 

“Over 9,000 adults are en- 
rolled in adult education clas- 
ses, which is a definite step 
forward,” Mr. Abu-Zcid said. 

He added that Jordan is also 
ahead of many other countries 
in that there are no children 
who are six years old not enrol- 
led in schools. 

“Not only are children of 
primary school age aD enrolled 
in schools, hot also there is a 
great deal being done to enroll 
street children who are usually 
above 20 years old in schools,” 


Mr. Abu-Zeid said. 

On an international level, 
studies by UNESCO show that 
the two international goals of 
basic education for all and era- 
dication of illiteracy by the 
year 2000 remain unattainable 
because of the large number of 
children not atte n din g schools 
in developing countries. 

' Reports by UNESCO show 
that in some countries there is 
a noticeable increase in enroll- 
ment in schools mainly because 
of an voaeasein birthrates is - 
those couhtriesr iHie report 
also states that in order for file 
percentage of illiteracy not to 
increase further in those coun- 
tries it would be necessary for 
enrollment in schools to dou- 
ble between 1988 and the year 
2000. 

According to a report by 
John W. Ryan, a coordinator 
of -the International literacy 
Year (ILY) at the Secretariat 
in Paris, there arc main lessons 
to be learned. He writes that 
we know that a literate world 
can be achieved because we 
know what has to be done. 
Ensuring that every child in the 
world gets a taro in school is a 
vital part of it. 

Also, it is necessary to con- 
tinue tofoens the attention of 

educational issues. Ideas mat- 
ter What is considered to be 
important receives attention 
and progress follows. 


21,506 returnees arrived in Jordan 
during August, survey reveals 
only 23 per cent own land in Kingdom 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A total of 
21,506 Jcurfaurian and Palestinian 
expatriates returned to the King- 
dom from Kuwait between Aug. 
6 and Sept. 6 of tins year ami the 
goverc -ient- appointed commit-, 
tee for the welfare of returnees is 

doing all ft can to offer them help, 
according to Interior Ministry 
Secretary General and Commit- 
tee n m irman Salameh Hanun&d. 

The committee is im- 
plementing a short-term plan by 
which it is offering urgent assist- 
ance to the needy expatriates in 
tiie form of food and medical 
supplies and medical treatment, 
Mr. Hammad sudin a statement 
to the Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra. Mr. Hammad said tint- the 
c omm itte e bas embarked on a 
kmg-tean strategy aimed at utilis- 
ing the expatriates expertise and 
. skill in initiating income- 
generating projects it the King- 
dom. ... 

At the same time, tiie commit- 
tee is m ai n t ai ning contact with 
international org anisa tions, and 

strategy, winch was drum iq) in 
conjunction with these organisa- 
tions Mr. Hammad ' said. He 
that the committee hopes 



' agencies wffl come to the hdp of 
Jordan and donor countries win 
mast Jordan nt coping with the 


additional hardens of providing 
humanitarian services to tiie re- 
turnees. 

. Last month, the United Na- 
tions resident re presentative in 
Jordan, Dr. Ali Attiqa, 
announced that various organisa- 
tions operating in the Kingdom 
have responded to a call to pro- 
vide assistance and to help the 
country cany eat the long-term 
strategy. 

Close to 300,000 Jordanian and 
Palestinian expatriates have re- 
turned to the Kingdom in the past 
few months after being evicted by 
the .Knwaiti authorities.- Mr. 
Hammad said that he had held a 
series of meetings with heads of 
charitable and humanitarian 
organisations operating in Jordan 
and was maintaining contacts 
with them to ensure sufficient 


help to the expatriates. 

Meanwhile, a bulletin issued by 
the Department of Statbtics in 
Amman has revealed that only 23 
per cent of retur n i n g expatriates 
own land on which they can build 
homes. 

Abo, 26.5 per cent of retnmees 
own homes in Jordan and that 
2.3 per cent hold capital and 
intend to start a business of their 
' own , according to the bulletin. 

The bulletin is based on in- 
formation obtained from those 
r e t u rn i ng to the Kingdom be- 
tween Aug. 10 and Aug. 31 dur- 
ing which 15,032 expatriates cros- 
sed into Joidan. 

The bulletin showed that near- 
ly half of the expatriates return- 
ing daring that period came back 
via the border post of Rwrished, 
that 6,749 of them were under 15 
years of age and that most of the 
returning families had spent at 
least 10 years working and Irving 
in Kuwait. 

The bulletin also showed that 
half of the expatriates did not 
acquire a fell secondary school 
education and that 40 per cent of 
them had worked in technical 
fields. 

According to the statistical bul- 
letin, 26 per cent of the families 
bad been physically tortured and 
847 families of them sustained 
heavy financial losses as a result 
of wo expulsion order. 


PSD issues 
new timetable 
for bridges 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Pub- 
lic Security Department (PSD) 
Saturday issued an updated 
timetable for the dbsure of the 
King Hussein and the Prince 
Mohammad Bridges across the 
Jordan River. 

The PSD requested 
travellers toiabide by the given 
dates and hours of travel in the 
timetable which will remain 
effective until the'end of the 
month. 

The statement said that as of 
today the two bridges will be 
opened only after noon. On 
Monday and Tuesday the 
bridges will remain dosed. On 
Sept 17 they will open alter 
noon. On Sept. 18 the bridges 
will remain dosed. On Sept. 22 
the bridges open after noon. 
On Sept. 23 they remain 
dosed. On Sept. 29 the two 
bridges open afternoon and on 
Sept. 30, both will remain 
dosed. 


Israel to close Prince Mohammad 
Bridge to passenger traffic 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — An Israeli deci- 
sion to dose one of the two 
bridges linking the two banks 
of the Jordan River for passen- 
ger traffic has raised concern in 
Jordan that the move will lead 
to increased difficulties for re- 
sidents of the occupied West 
Bank to travel to and from the 
Kingdom. 

Hie Israeli decision to allow 
only vehicle traffic through the 
Prince Mohammad Bridge 
(formerly known as Damia 
Bridge) — mostly tracks car- 
rying Palestinian produce to 
Jordan — and divert all pas- 
sengers crossing to the King 
Hussein Bridge (formerly the 
Allenby Bridge) takes effect 
cm Oct. 1. 

Jordan has been informed of 
the decision through the U.N. 
Armistice Co mmi ssion, which 
monitOTS the ceasefire lines be- 
tween the two countries. 

“Jordan wQI have to study 


the implications of the move,” 
said a senior official who re- 
quested anonymity. 

“Obviously, there is more to 
ft than jnst procedures and 
facilities as the Israelis are 
obviously portraying it." 

Another official said: “In 
effect, the Israeli move means 
increased difficulties for resi- 
dents of the Wert Bank from 
the northern areas who were 
using the Prince Mohammad 
Bridge. 

“Now they will have to 
travel to the King Hussein 
Bridge and travel northwards 
to reach towns like Nablus, 
Jenin and Tulakarem — some 
of the most populated areas in 
the West Bank,” he said. 

It was not immediately 
known whether the Israelis 
were also planning to divert 
vehide traffic from the King 
Hussein Bridge to the Prince 
Mohammad Bridge. 

“No doubt the Israelis are 
trying to add to the problems 


faced by the Palestinians living 
in the occupied territories,” 
said the official, who preferred 
anonymity. “There cannot be 
any other explanation.” 

A senior official at an inter- 
national relief agency based in 
Amman said he was informed 
by the Israeli commander at 
the King Hossein Bridge last 
week that the occupation au- 
thorities were going ahead with 
the closure of the Prince 
Mohammad Bridge. 

The Israeli assertion behind 
the decision is that the occupa- 
tion authorities would be able 
to provide “better facilities'’ to 
travellers across the King Hus- 
sein Bridge. But sources famil- 
iar with the issue say it is 
obvious that the move is aimed 
at maintaining a closer security 
scrutiny of travellers since the 
security apparatus at the King 
Hussein Bridge is better equip- 
ped for inspection by the 
Israelis. 

At the same time, produce 


exporters from the occupied 
territories think that the shift 
to the Prince Mohammad 
Bridge may not be without its 
advantages in that delay could 
be cut down for crossing the 
river if the Israelis were sin- 
cere. 

“It is no secret that the 
Israeli soldiers at the crossings 
make it as difficult as possible 
for produce exporters," said 
resident of the Gaza Strip who 
was visiting Jordan. 

Prolonged security checks 
and insistence on minute de- 
tails of documentation result in 
delays at the bridge and ex- 
poses fresh produce to the son. 

“In many cases, half the 
produce is destroyed by the 
time the truck reaches the mar- 
ket in Amman,” said the 
Gazan. 

But, he added, “It is difficult 
. to believe that the Israelis are 
genuinely concerned over the 
losses of Palestinian expor- • 
tors.” t 


Government urges residents 
of Jordan Valley to protect 
themselves from effect of spraying 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A three-week 
campaign to rid the Joidan Valley 
region of insects and to protect 
the crops from pests is underway 
and an appeal went out to local 
residents to take extra precau- 
tions to protect themselves, their 
water and animals from any nega- 
tive consequences from the wide- 
ranging operation. 

The ministries of Agricotlnre, 
Interior and Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and tiie Environment, 
together with the Jordan Valley 
Fanners Association (JVFA), are 
pa rtic ipating in the campaign in 


which special planes from the 
Royal Jor danian Air Force and 
ground equipment are being used 
in spraying insecticides. 

The Ministry of Agriculture, in 
an appeal to local farmers and 
residents of tiie valley, urged 
them to find means of protecting 
their children and to stop then- 
animals from grazing in veas bring 
sprayed for 24 hours. It also 
asked residents to dose their 
homes and hangars during the 
spraying boms. 

The ministry called on local 


residents to seek the help of 
health centres should any sign of 
poiioning appear on humans. 

Spraying of crops and residen- 
tial areas will extend from north 
Shuneh to south Shuneh and 
Karameh. 

According to the Ministry of 
Agriculture, the cost of the com- 
paign, which started Saturday, 
was expected to reach JD 
150,000. It said that an area of 
nearly 100,000 dunums of land 
would be covered in the cam- 
paign. 


Princess Wijdan Ali calls for end 
to ‘cultural apartheid’ 


AMMAN (J.T.) — On Aug. 31, 
the World Arts Forum was offi- 
cially launched in Davos, Switzer- 
land by Professor Klaus Schwab, 
founder of the World Economic 
Forum. 

Speaking at the official opening 
ceremony held in Vemce^was 
Princess Wijdan Ali, president of 
the Royal Society of Fine Arts in 
Jordan who emphasized the need 
to break tiie b a nte r s of cultural 
apartheid. 

She also emphasized the need 
for cultural diversity and coexist- 
ence in order to learn to live in an 
atmosphere of peace and mutual 
respect. Her Highness also called 
for continued horizontal and 
cultural exchange with tiie aim of 
promoting cooperation and open 
nnndedness throughout human- 

fty- 

Abo attending the official cere- 


mony and addressing the forum 
where: Gianni de Michelis. fore- 
ign minister of Italy, Jade Lang, 
French Minister of Culture, John- 
ny Clegg, the well known rock 
star and anti-apartheid activist in 
South Africa, Quincy Jones, the 
Jazz musician and wen known 
human rights activist' from the 
U.S. A. and Maestro Meazel, the 
famous orchestra conductor. 

Princess Wijdan was also 
chosen last year from among 120 
international personalities as an 
ambassador at large for the arts. 
The ambassadors also include 
other well known personalities 
who have contributed to the 
building of cultural bridges 
throughout tiie world. Among 
them are Plarido Domingo, Peter 
Ustinov, Leonard Bernstein as 
well as the Agha Khan. 


Iraqi Chamber Music 
Ensemble to perform 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The National 
Music Conservatory, in coopera- 
tion with the Iraqi Dep artm e n t of 
Musical Ails, pre se nts the Bagh- 
dad Chamber Ensemble in a con- 
cert at tiie Royal Cultural Center 
at 8 p.m. Tuesday. 

The prog ramm e includes works 
by L.Van Beethoven, GJ 7 Hand- 
le, Mandelsoo, Tchaikovsky, 
Batsini, Dineko and Agnes 
Bashir. . 

The Baghdad Chamber En- 
semble was established in 1987 
and has given more than 40 con- 
certs in the Iraqi capital. It played 
at the Third Babylon Internation- 
al Festival. Its repertoire includes 
about 150 compositions covering 
a wide period in the history of 
Western music, ranging from 
baroque to the 2pth century. 

The ensemble includes: 

— Agnes Bashir (piano): 
obtained her master’s degree in 
piano and co mp os iti on from the 
USSR. Among her compositions 
are: Iraq Symphony, Sinbad Bal- 
let Suite, Ashlar Ballet Scute, 
Bayareq Symphony, and Aahtar 

Symphonic Poem m addition to 

songs for children and composi- 
tions for viofin and piano. 

— Laith Abdul Gharri (oboe): 
obtained his master’s degree in 
oboe from the' USSR besides a 
diploma from the Iraqi School of 


Music and Ballet. He is the assis- 
tant conductor and oboist of the 
Iraqi Symphony Orchestra. 

— Aram Zarnaan (violin): 
obtained his master’s degree as a 
solo violinist from tiie USSR and 
won international competitions in 
Russia and Italy in 1986 and 1989 
respectively. 

— Mohammad Ali Abbas 
(violin and viola): obtained his 
diploma in violin from the Insti- 
tute of Fine Arts in Baghdad. Hie 
is a member of the Iraqi Sym- 
phony Orchestra. 

— Samir Mohammad Jawad 
(violin): obtained his diploma in 
violin from the institute of Fine 
Arts in Baghdad. He is a member 
of the Iraqi Symphony Orchestra. 

— Ali Hussein Musa (cello): 
obtained his diploma in violin 
from the School of Music and 
Ballet in Baghdad and continued 
his studies in the USSR. He is a 
member of the Iraqi Symphony 
Orchestra. 

. — Fikri Bashir (manager): 
obtained his master’s degree in 
violin from the USSR, besides' 
two diplomas from the Institute 
of fine Arts in Baghdad. He is 
the artistic director of the Iraqi 
School of Music and Ballet. 

— - Ala’ Fikri (violin) guest, a 
distingmsbed student from the 
School of Music and Ballet. 



NOTICE TO 1-20 STUDENTS 

All Jordanian students who have 
obtained format. 1-20’s from accredited 
American universities and are being re- 
fused entry visas to the U.S. are urged to 
call: 

ADC office tel. 699805-693263 
after 4 p.m. 


Jordanian, 

Iraqi 

organisations 

sign 

agreement 
for exchange 
of information 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordan 
Cooperative Organisation (JCO) 
and tiie Iraqi General Federation 
for Cooperative Societies Friday 
signed an agreement under which 
both organisations will exchange 
information and expertise in the 
field of cooperatives and agri- 
cultural production. 

The two parties also agreed to 
promote "direct contacts between 
exporters and importers of agri- 
cultural products in both coun- 
tries and to reduce dealings 
through middlemen and brokers. 

The agreement calls for ex- 
change of visits by cooperative 
leaders from both countries to 
gain new experiences and learn 
from each others successful ex- 
periences. The two sides also 
agreed to work towards achieving 
cooperative integration in the 
field of providing requirements 
for agricultural products. 

The agreement was signed for 
the JCO by its director general. 
Dr. Jamal A1 Budour, while Pres- 
ident Sajed Zubeir signed for tiie 
federation. 

The two parties issued a state- 
ment at the end of their meeting 
calling for the lifting the econo- 
mic embargo £ imposed on Iraq 
and condemned the United Na- 
tions Security Council resolu- 
tions, saying that they are aimed 
at starving the Iraqi people, steal- 
ing Iraq’s wealth and interferring 
in its internal affairs. 


Conference on increasing 
red meat production 
in Arab World opens 


AMMAN (Petra) — Delegates 
from nine Arab countries began a 
five-day meeting Saturday at the 
University of Jordan to discuss 
modem techniques in increasing 
tiie production of red meat for 
the Arab World. 

The Arab World’s livestock 
wealth accounts for only 8 per 
cent of the total livestock in the 
world and the meat productivity 
level of Arab states is estimated 
at less than half of the accepted 
world’s standard placing the Arris 
countries among the backward 
nations in this regard. Agricul- 
ture Minister Subhi AlQasem said 
in an address at the opening 
session. 

The Arab World can increase 
its red meat production but most 
Arab countries are faced with 
lade of modem techniques to do 
that, tiie minister said. 

He added that artificial insemi- 
nation and the introduction of 
other biological techniques can 
help boost meat production and 
help Arabs ensure- food security 
with sufficient amount of animal 
protein. 

Dr. Fawwaz A1 Kaimi, secret- 
ary general erf the Baghdad- based 


Higher Council for Science and 
Technology, said that depending 
on local resources would enhance 
the Arab countries' independ- 
ence. 

Relying on foreign sources can 
only weaken the Arab economy 
and perpetuate the drain of Arab 
funds. Dr. Karmi said. 

According to Dr. Walid Abu 
Gharbieh, dean of the University 
of Jordan's faculty of agriculture, 
the year 2000 will witness a severe 
shortage of red meat production. 

At the c u rrent rate of meat 
production, the Arab World is 
bound to face a shortage of 2.5 
million tonnes of red meat and 
5.5 million tonnes of dairy pro- 
ducts by the end of the present 
century. Dr. Abu Gharbieh said. 

Dr. Abu Gharbieh said that 
Jordan can boost its meat produc- 
tion to reach 40 per cent of tiie 
total annual needs by following 
modem techniques and by boost- 
ing its animal feed production. 

A total of 13 working papers 
are expected to be reviewed by 
the participants from Jordan, 
Iraq, Sudan, Tunisia, Libya, 
Syria, Egypt, Yemen and Ire- 
land. 



Local firm awarded JD 42,000 
contract to build dam 

AMMAN (JlT.) — A local con- 
sultancy services office has won a 
JD 42,000 contract from the 
Ministry of Agriculture to super- 
vise the constructioiTof a dam at 
Rweisbed near the Iraqi border. 

The estimated JD 600,000 pro- 
ject will be carried out in tiie 
Hammad Basin, which is being 
developed by the government to 
settle eastern desert tribes and 
boost agricultural production. 

A local construction firm had 
won the contract and, according 
to the Ministry of Agriculture, 
work on the construction of the 
dam was expected to begin this 
month. The dam, one of several 
being set up m desert regions to 
collect rain water, wifi have a 10 
million cubic metre capacity and 
will be finished before the end of 
the year. 

According to the ministry, the 
dam wifi largely benefit the sheep 
and stock breeders, offering them 
water for their sheep and cattle 
and helping to expand the pasture 
areas in the eastern parts of the 
country. 

Minister of Agriculture Subhi 
Al Qasem signed the contract 
with the manager of the consul- 
tancy office in Amman. Hie 
Ministries of Water and irrigation 
and Agriculture are currently 


Subhi Al Qasem 


joining hands to build Wadi Rajel 
Dam in Azraq, which will have a 
3.5 million cubic metre capacity. 
A statement said that the work 
will soon start on this new dam. 

Dr. Kamel Radaideh, head of 
the Water Harvesting pr o gramm e 
at the Ministry of Water and 
Irrigation said that a total of nine 
eaitii dams in the desert regions 
have been set up to collect rain 
water. These are Sama Al 
Sarhanb, Gfaadir, Al Khalidieh, 
Burqu’. Abu Suwan Dam, Mwaq- 
qar, Qatraneh and Sultam. 

According to Dr. Radaideh, 
designs have been prepared for 
the Swaqa and Wadi Jardan 
Dams in the Qatraneh and Maan 
regions but work can not start 
pending the availability of funds. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


International Bank in Amman seeks an ambitious and experienced 

Corporate Foreign Exchange Dealer to head a growing Corporate Forex 

Trading Department. 

* 

The successful applicant will have had at least 5 years experience 
working in a Corporate Foreign Exchange environment and be fully 
conversant with Interbank- procedures. He/she should have a 
comprehensive knowledge of off and on Balance sheet products. Good 
selling skills are an essential. 

Considerable prospects for career advancement. 

Interested parties should forward their Curriculum Vitae to : 

The Personnel Officer 
P.OJBox 925286 
Amman - Jordan 











4 Opinion & Analysts 


JORDAN TBVffiS, SWffiAY, 'k/^ 



Jordan Times 


An ii rfi p ** Anb pottbol «bfly puMM ttd in English by dm Jaita Pine F o m nh w w . 
EtaMhhrri 1975 


ii^W 4— ill > V j*- 5 «— iHr *sw* Vwr j- 6 


Chairman of the Board of Directors: 
MAHMOUD AL KAYED 


Director General: 
MOHAMMAD AMAD 


Editor-in-chief: 

GEORGE S. HAWATMEH 


Editorial and advertising offices: 

Jordan Press Foundation, 

University Road, P.O. Box 6710, Amman, Jordan. 
Telephones: 667171/6, 670141-4 
Telex: 21497 ALRAX JO 
Facsimile: 661242 

The Jordan Times is published daily except Fridays. 
Subscription and advertising rates are available from the 
Jordan Times advertising department. 


A real tug-of-war 
of a battle of wits 


ISRAELI PRIME Minister Yitzhak Shamir has deliberately 
and arrogantly rebuffed both U.S. President George Bosh 
and his Secretary of State James Baker over the issue of the 
$10 button in loan guarantee that Israel seeks to finance its 
programme to resettle new Jewish emigrants. By first 
scornfully turning down Mr. Baker’s appeal not to submit 
its loan request for the time being for genuine fear that such 
an Israeli move may derail the U^.-brokered peace process 
and then by defiantly brushing aside Mr. Bush’s own call on 
the U.S. Congress to postpone consideration of the Israeli 
application, Shamir appears to be seeking a showdown with 
the Bush administration. 

The ensuing tug-of-war between Washington and Tel 
Aviv over this loan issue is boned to negatively affect the 
peace process and suspend the countdown for launching the 
much-worfced-fbr peace talks in October between the parties 
to the Arab-Isradi conflict. Judging by the way Tel Aviv has 
chosen to go over the heads of Mr. Bush and Mr. Baker, 
there is little doubt that its objectives surpass the loan 
guarantee objective and aim at something more sinister. 

Having pot his crattbittty right on the line there is no way 
that the president can back off now from his pabttdy 
announced position that peace in the Middle East most be 
given a chance and therefore Congress should delay 
consideration of the Israeli request for four months. 
Obviously Mr. Shamir knew in advance that by going over 
the head of President Bnsh to the U.S. Congress, a 
dangerous standoff is being created between the Bash 
administration and the Shamir government. From the 
prime minister’s point of view this appeared to be a no-loss 
situation- If Mr. Bush succeeds as expected in persuading 
the Congress to yield to Ms appeal, then the Israeli 
go v er nm ent may exploit such a tartical defeat in order to 
achieve a strategy victory that would ibid expression in its 
rejection of the projected October peace parley. 

There is no doubt that Tel Aviv is now busy sending out to 
Washington one tiweafrafter another to the effect that if its 
standoff with the Bnsh' administration is not settled in its 
favour, it will abandon the October peace conference. In so 
doing, the Israeli government wiH try to prove that Mr. 
Bush has succeeded in attaining exactly the opposite if what 
he sought. If the UJ5. president succumbs to Israeli 
pressures and immendoes by accepting some kind of a 
compromise formula that is to the fitting of Israeli leaders, 
then he risks appearing as having budded under the 
pressure of a small tiny country at a time when he is riding 
high on his victories in the Gulf and the Soviet Union. This is 
not to mention the negative side effects that would have on 
the Arab side and on their carefully cultivated approval of 
the October peace talks. 

Yet President Bosh has now a chance of a lifetime foreign 
in bad once and for all by standmg firm in his quest for a 
1991 peace conference and in his appeal that the loan 
request be put off for Tew months. If Congress can show 
st a tesman ship and higi national and international responai- 
bttity by respecting the call of their president, the Shamir 
gover n ment would be served with a dear enough notice that 
be may not bank so easily on the defeat of Mr. Bnsh by the 
Congress on this subject, especially when the president has 
banted that he may go directly to the American people if 
necess ar y over this issue. 

There is a great danger for Israel if it still seeks to 
discredit the UJS. chief execu ti v e . Td Aviv stands to risk all, 
indndrag its favourite place in the American society, by 
overplaying its hand and dangerously exposing the dfsprop- 
.ortionate pressures that Jewish lobbies exercise in the U JS. 

But this is not att. Washington has yet to play the Moscow 
card on which Israel depends for receiving the millions of 
new emigrants that it seeks to service with tie requested $10 
bfltton loan. Soviet leaders Mikhail Gorbachev and Boris 
Yettsm owe the Bnsh a dminis tration a great deal and they 
would probably like nothing more than to play ball with it 
on this score. 

So on all counts, Mr. Shamir’s government will emerge a 
loser if President Bnsh stands firm on thk and related 
pofcits. Then the American people as well as the internation- 
al community would realise jost who can call the shots in the 
Americu-bradi relationship. 


TTTT 


AS the talk nowadays focuses on prospect es for Middle East 
peace, the world hears Israel's Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
giving statements boasting of his past terrorist actions in Palestine 
under the British mandate, said A1 Ra’i daily Saturday. Mr. 
Shamir has been giving his own version about the acts of t e rro rism 
committed by his terrorist group not only against the British but 
also against the Arab population of Palestine, justifying such 
actions as rightful because they helped the Jews establish their 


own state, the paper noted. Mr. Shamir is describing terroism as a 
lawful action but is den vine Arab People’s rieht to resist, the 


lawful action but is denying Arab People's right to resist, die 
Palestinians’ rights, now straggling for freedom, the paper said. 
By boasting of his actions in the past and applying all forms of 
repression against the Palestinians at present, Mr. Shamir is thus 
reiterating his adamant position and refusing to conader any 
peace with the Arabs, the paper warned. It said that Mr. Shamir’s 
statement, coming on the eve of a fresh tour of the Middle East by 
U.S. Secretary of State James Baker and as the time draws near 
for the U.S. -sponsored peace conference, can only mean that the 
Israeli leader will abort any peace bids regardless of their source. 
The paper said that while the United States has been condemning 
the FLO’s actions in the course of the straggle for freedom, it has 
been condoning Israel’s acts of terrorism and repression. It goes 
without saying that Washington is thus practising a double 
standard policy not only with regard to the peace process but al«o 
in dealing with what it believes as acts of terrorism. 



A political option that 


By Tom Porteous 


ALGIERS. Algeria — Sheikh 
Mahfoud Nahnah likes to de- 
scribe his politics as modern and 
democratic, and be sees no con- 
tradiction between this and the 
ambition of his political party. 
Hamas, to establish an Islamic 
state in Algeria. Sheikh Nahnah 
and his supporters emphasise that 
Islam is both modem and demo- 
cratic. It is also, they say. the best 
solution to Algeria's profound 
economic and political crisis. 


majority of local governments in 
municipal elections in mid-1990. 
has led many Algerians to read in 
the FIS's anti-democratic slogans 
signs that Algeria may become an 
Islamic dictatorship. Others 
simply fear that in reaction to the 
FIS the regime may have second 
thoughts and reimpose totalita- 
rian rule with the support of the 
army. 


“What we in Hamas are calling 
for is ‘Shuracracy.* says Sheikh 
Nahnah, developing Hamas' poli- 
tical synthesis of democracy with 
one of the main principles of 
Islamic political theory, rule by 
Shura of consultation. The demo- 
cratic models may mostly be 
Western, but this does not mean 
that Algeria, in turning towards 
democracy, should repudiate its 
Islamic political traditions, 
according to Sheikh Nahnah. The 
synthesis of the two is not only 
possible, but it is the best way to 
preserve Algeria from a return to 
dictatorship. 

To raise the prospect of 
another one-party rule is to call 
on Algerians’ worst fears. After 
three decades under the rule of 
the socialist party government 
established immediately after in- 
dependence, Algerians are now 
enjoying unprecedented political 
freedom. Following the evident 
failure — social and economic — 
of the old system and the violent 
riots which drew attention to that 
failure in October 1988, the reg- 
ime was left with little choice but 
to throw the political debate to 
the people, to introduce genuine 
democracy and to set a date for 
the country's first free election. 

But three years later the coun- 
try's democratic future is far from 
certain or secure. The gi owing 
popularity of the Islamic Salva- 
tion Front (FIS), which won a 


The latest troubles last June, 
when anti-government protests 
led to the intervention of the 
army, a violent crackdown on the 
FIS and the postponement of 
general elections, have left many 
Algerians confused as to which of 
the FIS and the regime represents 
the greatest danger or hope. A 
devout Muslim opposed both to 
FIS and to the regime. Sheikh 
Nahnah founded Hamas in De- 
cember 1990 in an effort to break 
what he sees as the FIS' monopo- 
ly of the Islamic opposition and 
the dangerous bipoiarisation of 
Algerian politics. There were 
already many other opposition 
parties, but none with an overtly 
religious programme. 


Hamas criticises the FIS on its 
own ground: religion. It does not 
object to the FIS' final objective, 
the creation of an Islamic state, 
but it rejects the FIS' idea of what 
an Islamic state should look like 
and how it should be achieved. 
Sheikh Nahnah accepts the fact 
that the FIS has brought the 
message of Islam to hundreds of 
thousands of young Algerians, 
but he complains that the FIS is 
giving them a false picture of 
Islam, of Islamic values and of 
the nature of the political struggle 
recommended by Islam. Above 
all. Sheikh Nahnah and his sup- 
porters. many of them university 
graduates, say they are disturbed 
by the FIS' anti-democratic slo- 
gans. its intolerance of others' 
views and its apparent ambition 
to establish an Islamic state by 
any means — even by armed 


insurrection if necessary. 

At the national headquarters of 
Hamas in the Muradiya district of 
Algiers, Sheikh Nahnah. im- 
maculately dressed in a snow 
white shirt buttoned up to the 
collar, enthusiastically presents 
his tolerant, caring version of 
Islamic politics — a far cry from 
the fiery, confrontational de- 
magoguery for which the FIS is 
known. Punctuating each sent- 
ence with a broad grin from 
behind his well-kept grey beard. 
Sheikh Nahnah paints his vision 
of an Islamic democracy in Alger- 
ia. open to the world, respectful ■ 
of human rights, prosperous, 
progressive and moderate — an 
Islamic state on the southern 
shores - of the Mediterranean 
which no-one would have any 
reason to fear. 

The political ideas of Hamas 
are not new, and Sheikh Nahnah 
acknowledges the influence of the 
great 19th and 20th century refor- 
mist Islamic thinkers and teachers 
— men like Mohammad Abdu, 
Abdul Hamid Ibn Badis and Has- 
san A1 Banna, the founder of the 
influential Muslim Brotherhood. 
Just as these men sought in the 
colonial period to work out a way 
for Muslims to deal with the 
dominance of the West, so 
Sheikh Nahnah sees the rela- 
tionship with the West as a cen- 
tral issue for Muslims today in the 
post-colonial era or in the era of 
he New World Order. 

As Hamas sees it, the task for 
Muslim countries like Algeria is 
to learn and profit from the cul- 
ture and science of the West, to 
take what is best and to adapt it 
to the needs and beliefs of Mus- 
lims. Sheikh Nahnah — smiling 
and lifting bis eyebrows at the 
thought — says that after all it 
was upon the scientific and cultu- 
ral achievements of Islam and the 
Arabs that the European Re- 
naissance was based. Why should 
not the Muslim world undertake 
its own renaissance now on the 
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Yugoslav, Soviet chaos offers years of instability 


By Alison Smale 

The Associated Press 


VIENNA, Austria — Europe, 
watching in Yugoslavia its first 
war since World War H, may use 
the diplomatic weapon of recog- 
nition to try to halt the carnage in 
Croatia. 


Germany and to a lesser degree 
Austria, which is not a member of 
the European Community and 
does not want to endanger its 
current bid to join the EC, have 
threatened loudest to recognise 
Croatia and Slovenia, which de- 
clared independence June 25. 


“I'd like to teD those responsi- 
ble in the leadership of the 
Yugoslav People’s Army: With 
every shot fired by your cannons 
and tanks, for us the hoar of 
recognition is brought nearer,*' 
German Foreign Munster Hans- 
Dictrich Genscber said Wednes- 
day. “We will not be able to 
watch this much longer.” 

Fierce fighting involving armed 
members of Croatia’s 600,000- 
member Serb minority, Croatian 
security forces and the federal 
army has killed more than 300 
people since June 25. 

A cease-fire brokered by the 
12-nation EC and signed Monday 
by all Yugoslav leaders only 
sparked a new push by the Serbs 
for strategic territories they vow 
not to relinquish in their deter- 
mination never to be part of an 
independent Croatia. 

The Croats, prevented by arms 
embargoes against Yugoslavia 
from getting many weapons 
abroad, increasingly count on in- 
ternational recognition to win in- 
dependence. 

But what if Croatia cannot 
defend itself? International law 
defines states as units which can 
control their benders and govern 


their populations. 

Slovenia seems likely to meet 
those conditions. It dealt the 
Yugoslav army several setbacks in fi- 
ghting that ItiHed at least 70 people 
in late June and early July. The 
Yugoslav army is now withdraw- 
ing, and ethnically homogenous 
Slovenia seems set to cast loose. 

But Croatia, with its rebel 
Serbs, cannot bold its own. And 
recognition could posh the Serbs 
and the Federal Army even closer 
together. They are muted in their 
reluctance to see outside interfer- 
ence and suspicious of German 
intentions since World War EL 

The spectre of a long war 
haunts all Europeans. They fear a 
tide of refugees, a European 
Lebanon that could be a source of 
terrorism, and an EC cut off from 
its southern member, Greece, by 
impassable Yugoslav territory. 

The conflict could even spread 
to Serbia’s southern province of 
Kosovo, where many of the 2 
million Albanians desire union 
with neighbouring Albania. 

In (be battle for hearts and 
-minds, the media are constantly 
involved. Croatia fries to court 
international media and Serbia 
uses its newspapers and TV to 
bolster support at borne. 

On Wednesday night, Ger- 
many's ZDF television channel 
broadcast terrifying footage of 
what it said were Croats muti- 
lated m rebel Serbs in eastern 
Croatia. The pictures were later 
transmittal on Austria's state-run 
TV. 

The rush to recognise the Bal- 
tic states has emboldened 
Croatia. But the cases a re diffe- 
rent, Unlike the Baltics forcible 
incorporation into the Soviet Un- 
ion, Slovenia and Croatia were 
not forced into the Kingdom of 
Serbs, Croats and Slovenes in 
1918. The name was changed to 


Yugoslavia in 1929. 

European countries also are 
aware that if the EC recognises 
Croatia, northern Ireland, Italy's 
Alto Adige, or south Tyrol, and 
Spam's Basque country are only 
three areas where inhabitants 
might clamor for new states or 
border changes. 

There are other dangers. 

“My worry about recognising 
Croatia at this moment is that it 
would create a hope among some 
Croatians that Europe was about 
to intervene militarily,’’ British 
Foreign Secretary Douglas Hurd 
said last week. “No one is actual- 
ly proposing that.” 


Westerners seem at a loss ab- 
out how to contain the forceful 
eastern nationalisms that 
thre a ten to undo an old order 
that brought chilly peace and 
stability for 46 years. 

In Yugoslavia, as in the Soviet 
Union, fierce emotions have been 
unleashed. For decades, these 
undeveloped societies were ruled 
by a communist ideology that 

robbed everybody of individual 
and group identities, and sought 
to graft modernity on to peasant 
lives. Freed from repression, they 
want what they consider theirs. 

Bound by Mood and land, they 
will use protests, blockades and if 
necessary guns to fight for their 
'identity and their home. 




basis of Europe's achievements? 
The most important condition for 
such an Islamic renaissance, says 
Sheikh Nahnah, is a multi-party 
system based on democratic prin- 
ciples and respect for human 
rights. 

According to Sheikh Nahnah. 
the West too can team from what 
Islam has to offer. Europe, he 
says has reached a stage of mate- 
rial saturation and is looking for 
“something to fill people's hearts 
and dean their spirits.” Eventual- 
ly, Hamas looks forward to a kind 
of marriage between the scientific 
mentality , of the West and the 
spirituality of Islam. 


Sheikh Nahnah traces his per- 
sonal commitment to Islam back 
to his traditional Muslim and 
■Arabic education during the last 
years of the French occupation. 
Unlike many Algerian intellec- 
tuals of his generation, particular- 
ly those better known m the 
West, Shikeh Nahnah avoided a 
Francophone education and to- 
day refuses to speak French 
though he appears to understand' 
it well. Now approaching 50, he 
attended university in the 1960s 
and later taught at the university 
in Algiers in the 1970s. At that 
time, the socialist leader Houari 
Boumedienne was at the height 
of bis power, the country was 
embarked on a frenzied program- 
me of industrial construction, and 
Marxism dominated Sheikh 
Nairn ah's political curriculum at 
the university. In his lectures, he 
says he' tried to criticise Marxist 
thought not only from an Islamic 
point of view but also from a 
practical one: it was already clear 
to him that the Marxist system 
was failing wherever it was ap- 
plied. 

But for Sheikh Nahnah, Alger- 
ia's crisis should not bring the 
immediate application of the 
Western freemarket system. 
Hamas supporters, like their 
leader, are quick to point out the 


weaknesses of this model: the 
soda! breakdown manifested by 
homelessness, drug abuse, pros- 
titution, divorce ami crime. With 
the implementation of Sharia, 
Islamic Law. God’s power is at 
hand to protect man-qnd society 
from such ills, they say. Sheikh 
Nahnah vigorously defends Shar- 
ia against the Western view that 
in permitt i ng' such punishments as 
amputation for stealing, k is cruel 
and primitive, and that in allow- 
ing polygamy and encouraging 
women to wear the veil it is 
patriarchal and misogynist. Un- 
like many supporters of the FIS, 
Hamas advocates a gradual im- 
plementation of Sharra, and be- 
lieves that in order to create a 
well-balanced Islamic society. 
Sharia should be open to discus- 
sion and interpretation instead of 
being a blind application of cer- 
tain words and sentences taken 
from Holy Texts out of their 
proper context. 

“Islamic Sharia,” says Sheikh 
Nahnah with twinkling eyes, “is 
tolerant and demands liberty, 
knowledge and work.” Sharia can 
be adapted in an enlightened 
manner to the complexities of 
modem fife — different as these 
are from the conditions for which 
Sharia was first developed in 7th- 
and 8th-century Arabia. 

One area where Sheikh 
Nahnah sees flexibility as espe- 
cially important is in Algeria's 
financial relations with the West- 
According to Sharia, the practice 
of taking or paying interest to 
debts is proscribed. But in the 
world of international finance it is 
inevitable. Algeria itself is in debt 
to the tune of S25 billion and 
some 70 per cent of the country's 
income from oil and gas exports 
goes to service payments on this 
debt. Failure to meet its debt 
obligations would mean interna- 
tional isolation and economic dis- 
aster. Bnt there is considerable 
resentment m Algeria — particu- 
larly since the Gulf war — at an 


intonatkmaJ economic order in 

which the luxuries enjoyed by 
rich nations arc effect! vety»»absj- ' 
.dised by .the miseries of the poor 
countries. 

“We are not cm an island iso- ' 
lated from the world." says “■ 
Sheikh Nahnah. “Islam itself de- , 
mands that we give and take with . 
the peoples of this world, and of , 
these some are weak and others ' 
are strong. Al present the strong ' 
are the Europeans with their uni- , 
versifies and technology and 
banks. We feci we are .weak." 


For the - situation to improve. 
Sheikh Nahnah advocates real- ■ 
ism: on the one hand Algeria ■ ' 
should meet its debt obligations ' 
as fast as It is able, but on the ; 
other hand it should seek to .■* 
persuade the West to reassess its -• 
•economic policies towards conn- V 
tries like Algeria. He points out * 
that the permanent decline of the 
economies of the Maghreb region 
cannot be in the long-term in- jp 
terest of its neighbours on the - r 
north shores of the Medi terra- ' 


So for Hamas’ moderate mes- 
sage has proved less of a crowd 
puller than the more militant and 
simplistic slogans of the FIS 
whose calls to protest demonstra- 
tions brought thousands onto the 
streets until the violent damp- 
down in June left many dead and 
the FIS leaders in prison. FIS 
supporters regard Hamas at best 
as elitist and at worst as heretical, 
and there have been reports of 
violent dashes between the mili- 
tants of the two parties. But 
Hamas believes that Algerians 
have been put off by the poverty 
of the FIS* ideas and by the 
apparent violence of their 
methods. For such people. 
Hamas and its genial leader offer 
the- thinking man’s Islamic 
alternative — they just have to 
wait for the democratic process to 
resume in order to take it — 
World News Link. 


Soviet experts put together economic jigsaw 


By Brian Kitten 
Reuter 


MOSCOW — The Soviet Un- 
ion’s complex economic jigsaw, 
falling apart as republics shatter 
the power of the centre, is befog 
glued together quickly bnt dif- 
ferently. 

Russian Prime Minis ter Ivan 
Silayev, in charge of the economy 
since last month’s fatted coup, 
warned on Thursday there was no 
time to waste in moving “from 
the economics of the absurd to 
the economics of common 


Some see .it as a recipe for 
disaster, with trade suffering as 
non-convertible currencies 
mushroom, while imports of 
essential goods are priced either 
in hard currency or roubles. 


But Mr. Yavlinsky, whizz kid 
of Soviet economics, and the 
veteran ShataKn say their respec- 
tive plans allow republics to be 
independent with their own cur- 
rencies. 


Thus, while the EC prepared a 
peace- co nfe r en ce to solve the 
Yugoslav crisis, Serbs and Croats 
fought on* proving Mr. Hurd 
correct when be cautioned: “If 
there is not a will for peace... 
there mil not be peace.” 

“The European Community 
cannot tell us what we will do on 
our land,” said Bja Cesar, a 
Serbian guerrilla in Croatia. “If 
they send observers here, they 
could all be killed.” 


sense.” 

The challenge of burying the 
commaiKl-administrative system 
while keeping links between re- 
publics — some of which want to 
create their own currencies and 
market-oriented reform program- 
mes — has been taken up by the 
country’s best-known economic 
brains. 

Grigory Yavlinsky, co-author 
of the “500-day” and “grand bar- 
gain” plans for introducing a mar- 
ket economy, and his fellow 
radical Stanislav Shatalin are 
working on separate blueprints. 

Mr. Yavlinsky, with official 
backing, is drafting an economic 
agreement that will allow the 
newiy-independent republics -to 
determine their policies without 
isolating themselves from a sys- 
tem that still provides much of 
their economic lifeblood. 

Mr. Sbatalin’s influential' pri- 
vate think-tank has a more ambi- 
tious project for creating an “eco- 
nomic community,” embracing, 
the republics and parts of central 
Europe. 

Meanwhile, the task of day-to- 
day financial management will 
belong to an inter-republican eco- 
nomic committee imtil the shape 
of the new voluntary union is 
decided. 

Mr. Silayev is ready to hand 
over the reins of the economy to 
the new inter-republican commit- 
. tee. He told the former Commun- 
ist Party daily Pravda the repub- 
lics were prepared to cooperate 
to avoid a collapse in trading 
finks. 

“And why exclude the possibil- 
ity. of Bulgaria, Poland and 
Czechoslovakia joining our eco- 
nomic community,” he asked. 
Hungary, another country men- 
tioned in the community propos- 
al, has given a cool response to 
die idea. 

“When we are tanring about 
’prices of mutual deliveries, about 
a future clearing system, we al- 
ways find a common language,” 
Mr. Silayev said. 

The question of separate cur- 
rencies. planned by the Baltic 
republics, the Ukraine and 
offices, has spht Soviet econom- 
ists. 


Nikolai Petrakov, former eco- 
nomic adviser to President 
Mikhail Gorbachev and a suppor- 
ter of economic union, said it was 
unrealistic for republics to isolate 
themselves. 

“AH republics here are inter- 


linked. Production in general 
(with the exception of raw mate- 
rial?) is not capable of co m pet in g 
on the worfd ram-feet,” be told the 
trade union daily 'Dud. 

“Naturally, introduction, for 
example, of i nd ividnal republican 
currencies is a step backwards... 
we have to preserve some sort of 
common economic space,” he 
said. 

“It would be less costly and 
more effective if all republics 
stuck with the rouble, but of 
course taking energetic steps to 
strengthen it.” 

Most economists agree on the 
other basic steps for a market 
economy, such as speedy price 
hberafisation and privatisation. 


LETTERS 


Give Gorbachev 
time 


To the Editor: 


WHY DO the people erf the Soviet Union want to get rid of 
their saviour? The one man who saved them just two weeks 
ago from the conpmakers? 


Of course, the Soviets are quite right when they say that 
Mikhatt Gorbachev has not done much on the home front, 
but at least be gave them what has been the most important 
tiring since man has existed — freedom! The freedom 
which the blacks of South Africa are fighting for, the 
freedom the Palestinians have been fighting for since 1948. 


In the six years of bis rale, Mr. Gorbachev has given 
them the most valued thing in the unverne, freedom. With 
the freedom they also got the courage to stand up and say 
no to the conpmakers (who most probably would have 
turned the mighty Soviet Union into a big concentration 
camp). 


Before: How many Soviets bad tbe courage to grand rip 
against authorities? If Mr. Gorbachev could give yon your 
freedom in six years’ time, just imagine what he will be able 
to give you in tbe coming six years! 


In my opinion, the people of tbe Soviet Union owe Mr. 
Gorbachev a great deal and most of ail they owe Iran time. 
Give him more time and I personally beEeve that yon won’t 
regret it 


FW f Shartia, 
P.OJBox 2427, 


The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions from 
its readers on any subject they wish to tackle. Letters 
intended for puhficatidn, however,' should contain the 
writer’s full name and prefenabfy address as well Names 
can he withheld only upon request and aider special 
circumsta n ce s . Letters are subject to editing. Thenewspap- 
er is not responsible for the retnm of unnsed manuscripts- 
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(Co ri a w d frw page 1) 

nan asastance to Israel to conces- 
sions in the peace process.” 

Mr. Mack added: "The U.S.- 
Israel relationship most not be- 
come a bargaining chip in the 
peace process. The alliance be- 
tween the U S- and Israel most 
not be held hostage to Arab 
states’ demands against Israel.” 
Bnt Mr. Baker said the admi- 
nistration was hot trying to bold 
“a dob” ova: Israel’s head or 
seeking a deiayout of concern the 
Arabs nnghtbe opposed to the 
assistance. ‘ . . . 

“It’s just that if this p^dfagp is' 
to move at this particular time I 
drink that ft would create conflict 
rather than avoid conflict,” he 
said at a picture-taking session 
with Mr. Shoval outside his 
office. 

‘We drat want m any way to 
lose the best opportunity we’ve 
had for peace in a long tune,” 
Mr. Baker said. 

‘ He win go to the Middle East 
on Spet. 16 to try to steer Israel, 
Arab states and Palestinians into 
the .peace talks. 


v- “What we are trying to do is to 
avoid a confrontation, to avoid a 
conflict, to avoid a debate that we 
would worry might be very divi- 
sive,” Mr. Baker said. 

He reiterated U.S. support for 
helping Israel resettle Soviet 
Jews, bnt did not specifically en- 
dorse die loan guarnantees. Mr. 
Baker also said “The question of 
Coning is one that I am quite 
certain we will be able to amic- 
ably work out.” 

After seeing Mr. Shoval, he 
called in leaders of the American 
Israel Public Affairs Committee, 
a prominent lobbying group, to 
make his case to than. 

The committee's .formidable 
machine was just rolling into ac- 
tion and will ham: to rethink its 
legislative strategy. Thousands of 
rabbis were expected to preach 
about Israel’s need to get the 
money in Jewish new year ser- 
vices next --Monday and Tuesday 
across die United States. 

Officials said activists and poli- 
tical contrib u tors had already 
started calling their senators and 
congressmen to express their 
views. 


Shamir hints at peace linkage 
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(Continued from page 1) 

to the U.S. ambassador in Tel Aviv, - 
Wan Brown. Saturday. 

, The Israeli official said Mr. Levy 
matructed Mr. Shoval to seek orgeat 
consideration of the loan guarantee 
. despite Mr. Bush’s call for a 


Mr. Levy asked Mr. Shoal to tell 
Mr. Baker that “without the guaran- 
tees Israel would have no choke but 
to absorb fewer immigrants,” the 
official sakL 

Mr. Shoval was also told to say 
Israel “may have difficulty absorbing 
t&oce who have arrived,” the official 
added. 

Mr. Baker told Mr. Shoval the 
United Stales needed time to consid- 
er, the radio said. 

Privately Israeli officials have ex- 
pressed disappointment over 
Washington's bints of bowing to Arab 
demands to imk immigration with 
peace negotiations. 

Arab co un trie s have repeatedly 
protested the Soviet influx to Israel, 
which significantly increases the 
population and pushed it over die five 
mil linn mark ™« year. 

' Also at. issue is Israel’s persistent 
construction of Jewish setdements in 


the occupied territories. 

Israeli leaders have repeatedly said 
the incoming Soviets would not be 
moved to the occupied territories, bnt 
have also insisted that setriement 
building would continue there un- 
abated. 

Prime Minister Shamir’s ruling 
right-wing Likud bloc bolds that the 
occupied temtories are integral parts 
of Biblical Israel and controlling diem 
is crucial to Israeli security. 

Mr. Levy, repeated this idea to 
fellow Likud members Thursday 
night. 

He said Washington was “aware of- 
the fact that in subjects related to 
Israeli security, Israel cannot reHn- 
qiush its positions even if it has tx> live 
on bread and salt." 

While the U.S. administration has 
denied the delay in housing brans is 
directly linked to proposed peace 
conference, Israelis could not help 
but draw a connection between the 
two issues. 

“Tins is only the h ymning ," Heb- 
rew University’s Dr. Gain Sheffer 
told Reuters Friday. “Bringing Israel 
to the peace conference is nothing 
compared to what it will take to make 
Israel co mp rom i se on the igsue of 
(occupied) territories.” 


Iraq to spend oil proceeds on people 


iev 


(Continued from page 1) 

descriptions, including medfcwes 
to. treat people suffering from 
. xancex and diabetes. 

Hospitals are admitting a grow- 
ing number of children suffeimg 
front malnutrition. Outbreaks of 
cholera and other com m unicable 
diseases, such as typhoid, are 
rising sharply. 

An Iraqi newspaper Saturday 
urged friendly Arab governments 
to defy the U.N. trade embargo 
against Iraq, even if that brought 
a military reaction. 

: “The people of Iraq are de- 
manding a positive step that 
would demonstrate courage, dar- 
ing, and the correct and noble 
Arab position to lift tire evil 
economic blockade imposed on 
them,” said an editorial in A1 
Qaddbnya, the Iraqi Defence 
Ministry newspaper. 

"Only a few strips or planes 
would be enough to challenge the 
■ tyranny of the United States and 
push it towards a deadly huma- 
nitarian dilemma if it tried any 
hostile action against this Arab 
step,” said the editorial. 

Arab silence on the continued 
economic sanctions “is a source 
of disgrace and casts doubts on 


the truth of the ’sympathy’ which 
certain Arab governments show 
towards Iraq,” the newspaper 
said. 

lit said it was not referring to 
- Arab states -that joined the U.S.- 
led anti-Iraq - coalition but to 
countries that professed tri sup- 
port Iraq. 

The Iraqi government main- 
tains that the sanctions and trade 
blockade should be lifted because 
its troops are no longer in Kuwait 
and it is complying with U.N. 
Security Council resolutions. 

The United States and Britain 
say they will maintain the sanc- 
tions as long as President Saddam 
Hussein remains in power. 

A' United .Nations chemical 
weapons inspection team wrap- 
ped up a week-long visit to Iraq 
Saturday expressing some doubts 
about what it had found and what 
“Ba ghdad had declared. 

Team leader Johan Santesson. 
a Swedish World Health Orga- 
nisation official, held a protracted 
dosed-door meeting with Iraqi 
o ffic i als after a final day of field 
inspections. 

Mr. Santesson whose 26- 
member group will leave Sunday, 
declined to disclose before the 
meeting started exactly what 
points he would be raising. 


France supports Palestinian right 


(Continued from page 1) 

should include ensuring Israel's 
security and the Palestinian peo- 
ple’s right to self-determination. 

. Egypt’s highest-ranking diplo- 
mat said Saturday he expects a 
Middle East peace conference to 
be held in Washington next month 
despite “last-minute difficulties.” 

Btrtros Ghali, deputy premier 
for foreign relations, said only the 
problem of who will represent the 
Palestinians remains to be over- 
come. 

Dr. Ghali’s optimism con- 
trasted with a less-npbeat assess- 
ment in Washington by President 
George Bush Friday, who sug- 
gested the turmoil in the Soviet 
Union might fence a postpone- 
ment. 

Dr. Ghali’s “last-minute” char- 
acterisation indicates he figures a 
key element has become just- 
surfaced differences between the 
United Stales and Israel about 
$10 billion in housing loan 
-guarantees sought by the Jewish 
state. 

Bnt asked specifically about 
the American-Israeli disagree- 
ment, Dr. Ghali refused to com- 
ment. 

Dr. Ghali spoke of the Middle 
East situation at a Cairo news 
conference called mainly to 
promote his candidacy to become 
secretary-general of the United 
Nations. 

He said the time has come for 
the organisation to have an Afri- 


can chief executive both for the 
sake of the continent’s ego and 
for the U-N’s image. The five 
secretaries-geoeral since the Un- 
ited Nations was established in 
1945 were from Europe, Asia and* 
South America. 

Dr. Ghali described as “a very 
personal int erpreta t i on” his fore- 
cast that the Middle East peace 
conference will cpnvene next 
month as proposed by its co- 
sponsors the United States and 
the Soviet Union. 

“I believe that the conference 
will be held in October despite 
last-minute difficulties,” said Dr. 
Ghali, 68 a principal architect of 
the 1979 Egyptian-Israeli treaty. 

“I have no basic information, 
but my persona! impression is 
that it wflJ be held in Washing- 
ton,” he added. “I believe that 
the American administration and 
Secretary (of State James) Baker 
will be able to overcome all the 
difficulties.” 

He said he is visiting Washing- 
ton next week and will defiver a 
message to President Bush from 
President Hosni Mubarak dealing 
mainly with the Middle East 
peace effort. 

Dr. Ghali said that last month’s 
failed coup in the Soviet Union 
and subsequent changes in the 
structure of the Soviet State 
would not affect Moscow's role in 
the Middle East peace effort. 

The Soviets “will participate in 
the conference and will play a 
very important role as co- 
chairman,” he said. 


New U.S. envoy says ties with Yemen improving 


WASHINGTON (USIA) - 
Arthur H. Hughes is looking 
forward to his service as the new 
U.S. ambassador to Yemen, 
attracted, be says, by the coun- 
try's efforts at national unity and 
democratisation. 

"There are exciting times for 
Yemen. It’s a period of national 
reunification and transition. It is 
really remarkable what they are 
trying to achieve,” Mr. Hughes 
said in an interview with USIA. 

Mr. Hughes, a career foreign 
service officer, was sworn -in as 
the new ambassador at a State 
Department ceremony August 
12 . 

He said be expects to arrive in 
Yemen sometime in September. 

A major focos for Mr. Hughes 
will be ex pr es sing U.S. support 
for Yemen’s efforts at national 
unity, democratisation and eco- 
nomic liberalisation. He said he 
will work at “strengthening our 
relations” based on “frankness 
and clarity.” 

The ambassador will also work 
to “achieve an understanding in 
Yemen of U.S. interests in the 
region and the world and of the 
responsibilities the United States 
carries in virtually all comers of 
the world.” 

Asked how the United States 
can show support for Yemen's 
democratisation, the ambassador 
said the United States can “be 
responsive to requests for in- 
formation, resarch work, analysis 
on experiences in this country 


and elsewhere that may be in one 
way or another relevant to the 
situation.” 

He stressed that the United 
States will be responsive to the 
Yemenis’ “requests and their 
needs as they see them.” 

Mr. Hughes noted that Yemen 
is more than half-way through a 
30-month transition period, 
which began with national unity 
on May 22, 1990, and will end on 
Nov. 2 2, 1992. A constitutional 
referendum was recently held — 
which passed overwhelmingly — 
and elections will be held some- 
time before November 22, 1992, 
he said. 

Efforts at democratisation have 
spawned an openness m Yemen 
demonstrated in “very intense 
and lively discussions and debates 
being held throughout the coun- 
try on the exact nature of the 
political structures and working 
of the political system," Mr. 
Hughes said. 

In addition, there has been a 
“literal explosion of information 
available” in Yemen, including 
the publication of journals, 
periodicals, newspapers and the 
televising of national debates, the 
ambassador noted. 

These developments are “all 
very positive and encouraging” 
and reflect “the commitment of 
the political leadership of Yemen 
of ail shades of persuasion to an 
open process where there is 
broad participation and a respon- 
siveness of the government to the 


will of the people,” Mr. Hughes 
said. 

Asked to comment on how the 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait affected 
U.S. -Yemen relations, Mr. 
Hughes said that “the crisis 
brought about by Saddam Hus- 
sein’s invasion and large-scale 
destruction of Kuwait unques- 
tionably caused an interruption in 
a very positive flow in our rela- 
tions with Yemen.” 

Yemen stated its opposition to 
Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait, Mr. 
Hughes noted, but as a member 
of the U.N. Security Council, 
Yemen did not vote for the re- 
solution authorising the use of all 
necessary means to enforce 
Security Council decisions on 
Iraq's invasion of Kuwait and 
ensure departure of Iraqi troops 
from Kuwait. He also pointed out 
that in recent Security Council 
resolutions regarding Iraq’s 
weapons of mass destruction, the 
United States and Yemen have 
for the most part stood together. 

Despite the differences 
brought out by the crisis, U.S.- 
Yemen relations are underprin- 
ned by a strong U.S. support for 
the political and economic 
changes taking place in Yemen 
today, Mr. Hughes said. 

“Essentially, even after the cri- 
sis and the different views on 
some of the issues, the United 
States obviously supports Yemeni 
independence and self- 
determination, national unity, 
and the objectives which the poli- 


tical leadership have stated they 
are striving for — that is, demo- 
cracy, political pluralism, and 
economic liberalisation," he said. 

Yemen plays an important role 
in the Arabian peninsula and the 
Middle East, Mr. Hughes pointed 
out. Yemen could serve as a 
“source of stability” in the regton 
due to its militaiy and commer- 
cially strategic position and due 
to the fact that Yemen is the 
peninsula's most populous coun- 
try, Mr. Hughes noted. 

On the peace process, “Ye- 
men, as an important country in 
the Arab and Islamic worlds, 
could certainly play a positive 
role by supporting constructive 
and moderate positions by both 
sides of the dispute,” Mr. Hughes 
said. 

By supporting these positions, 
Yemen could “contribute to an 
atmosphere which is conducive to 
negotiations and the spirit of 
compromise,” he said. 

Since he joined the foreign 
service in 1965, Mr. Hughes has 
served in Europe, Latin America 
and the Middle East. These 
assignments included: vice consul 
in Frankfurt, consul in Mara- 
caibo, political officer in Bonn, 
and deputy chief of mission in 
Copenhagen. The Hague and Tel 
Aviv. 

Before his assignment to Ye- 
men, Mr. Hughes was deputy 
assistant secretary of defence for 
Near Eastern and South Asian 
affairs. 



Hashemite Kingdom of Iordan 
Potash Production Expansion 

Project No. 30-4857 (APC-25/90) 
Advertisement for major equipment supply 
(EXTENSION OF CLOSING DATE FOR TENDERING) 

The Arab Potash Company Limited (A.P.C.) of Amman. Jordan plans to expand 
production capacity by 400.000 tonnes per year. The facilities will be located on a site 
adjoining the existing refinery near Safi, on the southern end of the Dead Sea. about 
200km north of the port of Aqaba 

A.P.C. has applied for financing to the World Bank. The proceeds of the loan will be 
applied, to payments for the supply of the required equipment in accordance with the 
guidelines of the World Bank. 

Purchases will be made from the member countries of the World Bank and 
Switzerland. 

The. Arab Potash Company invites suppliers, interested in tendering tor any of the 
following equipment, to apply for tender documents to-A.P.C. or Jacobs at the address 
shown below. The cost for each tender package shall be U.S.S40 — non refundable. 


1. Product screens . 

2. Camallite bin discharger 
3.. Product elevator 
4. Belt conveyors 

1. Mr. Issa Gammoh, 

Projects Manager, 

The Arab Potash Co. Ltd., 

P.O. Box 1470 
Amman — Jordan 

Fax No.: 962-3-3771 25/Site. 

Fax No.: 962-6-67441 6/Amman H.O. 

Telex No. 21683 Potash Jo. 

Tel No.: 666165/6 - Amma n 

665116 or 03-377121 - Site 

NOTE: Closing date for submission of fenders has been extended from 
September 21st, 1991 to October 5th, 1991. 


5. Drag conveyor 

6. Screw conveyors 

7. Product crusher 


Mr. M. Hodgins, 

Jacobs International Inc., 
Merrion House, 

Merrion Road, 

Dublin 4, — Ireland 

Fax No. : 353-1-2695497 
Telex No.: 30295 JCBS-EI 
Tel. No.: 353-1-2695666 


AY. Ensour, - 
Managing Director, 
The Arab Potash Co. 


Ltd, 



Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
Potash Production Expansion 

Project No. 30-4857 (APC-25/90) . 

Advertisement for major equipment supply 

The Arab Potash Company Limited (A.P.C.) of Amman. Jordan plans to expand 
production capacity by 400.000 tonnes per year. The facilities will be located on a site 
adjoining the existing refinery near Safi, on the southern end of the Dead Sea. about 
200km north of the port of Aqaba 

A P C has applied tor financing to the World Bank The proceeds of the loan will be 
applied to payments for the supply of the required equipment in accordance with the 
guidelines of the World Bank. 

Purchases will be made from the member countries of the World Bank and 
Switzerland 

The Arab Potash Company, invites suppliers, interested in tendenng for any of the 
following equipment, to apply for tender documents to A.P.C. or Jacobs at the address 
shown below. The cost for each tender package shall be U.S.S40 — non refundable. 


1. Globe Valves 

2. Butterfly Valves 

3. Electromagnetic Flowmeters 

4. Pressure Indicators 

1. Mr. Issa Gammoh, 

Projects Manager, 

The Arab Potash Co. Ltd., 
P.O. Box 1470 
Amman — Jordan 


5. Pressure Transmitters 

6. Level Transmitters 

7. Nuclear Density Meters 

8. Pressure Regulating Valves 

2. Mr. M. Hodgins, 

Jacobs International Inc., 
Merrion House, 

Merrion Road, 

Dublin 4, — Ireland 


Fax No.: 962-3-377125/Site. 

Fax No.: 962-6-674416/Amman H.O. 
Telex No. 21683 Potash Jo. 

Tel No.: 666165/6 - Amman 

665116 or 03-377121 - Site 


Fax No. : 353-1-2695497 
Telex No.: 30295 JCBS-EI 
Tel. No.: 353-1-2695666 


Submission of tenders should not be later than 12:00 noon 19th October, 
1991. 

AY. Ensour, 

Managing Director, 

The Arab Potash Co., Ltd., 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PJtCKMG, MR FREK3H1 
FORWARDING, OOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS 


AMIN KAMARASONS 

TEL 604676 -604686 



Many villas and apartments] 
are available for rent and 
sale - furnished or unfur-l 
rrished. 

Also many lots of land are] 
available for sale. 

{For further details, plposej 

lAbdoun Real 



The first & best 

- Chinese Restaurant 

_ in Jordan 

1 st Circle, Jabal Amman, near 

- ’ AMyyahGkfs School 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.i n. 

7$0 - Midnight 

: T*tS38gm 


■ii( "f. i vfi\ 

p illlNC ' ATiT 


AUTHENTIC 
GHINESEi ' 
CUISIN E 

elegant 

colorful atmosphere 

moderate' prices 
shoaattnL.fcJ:6«250 
( j tow OfKS <Uy ) 


(^ex uv^K Ug /44/ 


Amman’s 
Exclusive gift shop 

italiafi shoes, 
leather goods, 
perfumes ,lighters # 
watches, pens, 
silverware, 
porcelain,., 
crystalware etc. - 

Shmaisani - Grindlays Bank Bldg 
Tal. 669 457 


' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
•Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbcque for 
Lunch Frldayonly 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00'- 3:30 

pim. 

S. 6:30 • Midnight > 


STUDIO HAIG 

Pteftstonal Quality m 
-1 Hour Scrvkfe 
.Develop your colour film at 
our shop, amt get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
30% 


* Fws tflfsryfr 

20 X 30 cm 


Shmetsani - 
Batik. Phone; 
Swcfich td: S23891 


RENT 

Saudi Real Estate 


QQj^jQQ 


Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
in West Amman area. 

CALL SOHA 
Rental Dept 687821/22 
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Special Gtiiiese Foods 
SKBed dnese Chefs 

tbXMSQ A 6M-IU0 duty] 

Wadi Saqra Road 
rtaar PhbddpHa Hotel 

pnil. W1B2, A mman 

lattTutri 

gp dfowytimj 




CROWN 
INT’L EST. 

Packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storage, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 

Mr, Sea and Land 


v 



Russian 

Two shorn aday at 5:30 and 830 p.m 
TlaAiAM - the Unhmity 
Hospital bridge 


The First Class Hotel ih 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room..! ' 


DAIJOTEL 

,U2<|ljlS 


Arnman- Tel. 668193 
P.O.' Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For;. 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


l / 




The Re&ncy Palace Hold 
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LOUNGE 
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lies out-slugs Capriati to 
set Navratilova in final 


NEW YORK (R) — Second seed 
Monica Seles of Yugoslavia won 
a third-set tiebreak in a slug-test 
with Jennifer Capriati to reach 
the final of the U.S. Open tennis 
championships where she wOl 
meet four-time champion Marti- 
na Navratilova. 

Twice the 15-year-old Capriati 
served for the match, but failed to 
dose it out as Seles fought bade 
for a 6-3 3-6 7-6 victory to reach 
her first U.S. Open final. 

The win kept up a remarkable 
string for Seles, who has reached 
the final of every tournament she 
has played this year, winning five 
including the French and Austro-' 
lian Opens. 

Earlier Friday, Navratilova, 
who at one month shy of her 35th 
birthday is the oldest woman in , 
the tournament, turned in a vin- 
tage perfx nnance against her 
longtime rival Steffi Graf to reach 
her eighth U.S. Open final. 

Navratilova, seeded sixth, 
served and volleyed far better 
than in any of her previous five 
matches to score a 7-6 6-7 6-4 
victory and earn a shot at the 
world number two, who at 17 is 
half her age. 

"Jimmy's still in there and has 
a chance to win and- obviously so . 
do I," said Navratilova, who has 
gained inspiration from the 39- 
year-old Connors's stunning run 
to die semifinals.” It shows what 
spirit can do, defying the odds.” 

The women's final will be sand-' 
wiched between the men's semi- 
finals m the 1 “super Saturday” 
pro gram me at the National Ten- 
nis Centre. 


The programme opens with 
second seed Stefan Edberg play- 
ing three-time champion Ivan 
Lendl, the fifth seed. Following 
the women’s final, Connors takes 
on fourth-seeded French Open 
champion Jim Courier. 

Seles and seventh-seeded 
American Capriati are two of the 
hardest hitters in the women’s 
game, but neither is comfortable 
at the net. 

As a result, the entire match 
was spent with the two teen titans 
bashing away at each other from 
the baseline, the two-fisted 
groundstrokes punctuated by Se- 
les’s grunting which seems to get 
louder as the importance of her 
matches increase. 

Capriati, who knocked out de- 
fending champion Gabriela Saba- 
tini in the quarterfinals, had some 
trouble finding her range in the 
first set and Seles won with a 
single service break in the eight 
game. 

Seles, who had not faced a 
seeded player before Capriati, 
broke the American to open the 
second set and appeared on her 
way to a swift victory. 

But from 3-1 down Capriati, 
who had the packed stadium 
crowd firmly on her side, began 
crocking winners as she ran off 
five consecutive games, breaking 
Seles in the sixth mid eighth to 
bring the fans to their feet 

In ' the third set serving 
appeared to be no advantage to 
either player. 

Capriati scored the first break 
of die set at love and appeared in 
control as she fought off a break 
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Joimson, Barbosa set tone 
for last part of season 


RUs'U, Italy (R) — Speedy 
American Michael Johnson and 
Brazil's Jose Luis Barbosa both 
have recorded 1991 best times, 
setting the tone for the finale to a 
memorable athletics season. 

Johnson, crowned world cham- 
pion in Tokyo last week, ran the 
200 metres in 19.98 seconds, the 
first wind-unassisted performance 
under 20 seconds this year. Bra- 
zil’s Robson Da Siva was second 
in 20.76, about 10 metres behind. 

Barbosa, silver medallist be- 
hind Kenyan Billy Konchellah in 
the World Championships, dock- 
ed one minute 43.08 seconds, 
beating the previous best for the 
year of 1:43.75, which he himself' 
set in Zurich. 

Johnson faced a slight head- 
wind, but it was not as strong as 
that which probably robbed him 
of the world record in Tokyo 
where he ran 20.01. 

The American has his sights set 
on Italian Pietro Mennea’s 12- 
year-old record of 19.72 and be- 


lieves it could fall before next 
year’s Olympics. 

“Fm satisfied. I got plenty of 
rest back home (after Tokyo), 
but I wasn’t sure how much the 
jet lag might affect me today,” 
said Johnson, who flew more 
than halfway round the world, 
with a break in the United States, 
to reach Rieti. 

He now races over 400 metres, 
a distance at which be also holds 
the year’s fastest tune, in Cologne 
Sunday before returning to 200 
metres in Brussels next Friday. 


Barbosa now hopes to run even 
faster at a meeting in Koblenz 
next Wednesday, possibly going 
under 1:43.00. 


A fierce competitor who likes 
to set the pace, the Brazilian 
found himself 10 metres off the 
pace at the bell, but stormed' 
round the final bend and down 
the straight to relegate Kenyan 
William Tanui (1:43.30) to 
second, place. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 

S TANNAH H1RSCH 

Cl 991 TrttuM Mku Gawn. Inc. 


USE THOSE LITTLE GREY CELLS 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

* 64 

T 7 6 2 
K 8 4 

$ A K 8 4 3 
WEST EAST 

♦ Q 9 8 2 ♦ J lO 5 3 

CA93 ‘7 K 10 8 4 

v J 6 v Q 10 9 5 3 

♦ J972 * Void 

SOUTH 

* A K 7 
7 Q J 5 

A 7 2 

* Q 10 6 5 
The bidding; 

South West North East 

1 * Pass 3 # Pass 

3 NT Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Two of 4 
Over the years, we have tried to 
instill in our readers the belief that 
the finesse is really quite a compli- 
cated subject. If you would like to 
find out just how difficult the field 
of finessing can be. you would do 
well tn buy Test Your Finessing, by 
Hugh Kelsey (Victor Go lian cz, 80 
PP-. paperback. Available from The 
Bridge World. 39 W. 94th St., New 
York, N.Y. 10025. $7.50 postpaid). 
To test your skill on one of the 
problems from the book, cover the 
East-West hands with your thumbs 
and decide bow you would play 
three no trump after the lead of the 
spade deuce. 


The bidding is in the English 
style, with weak no trump opening 
bids and limit raises. On this side of 


the Atlantic the same contract 


would have been reached via a one 
no trump opening from South and a 
raise to game by North. 

“Five club - tricks will see you 
home, and you know that it is possi- 
ble to bring in the dub amt without 
loss even if the suit breaks 4-0 be- 
cause you have a finessing position 
against either opponent. Which way 
do you play it? 

“The due to the correct play is 
found in the opening lead. West ap- 
pears to have led Gram a four-card 
suit, in which case it is a fair as- 
sumption that he does not have a 
five-card or longer suit. Players tend 
to lead Grom their longest suits 
against no trumps. It fellows that 
West must have at least one chib. 
Only East can be void in dubs, and 
you should, therefore, cater for this 
possibility by playing the queen of 
clubs at trick two. 

“When East shows out on the 
first round of chibs it is a simple 
matter to pick up five tricks in the 
suit by finessing twice against 
West." 

Even if you reached the same 
conclusion as the author, you will 
find the hands challenging, and the 
book will give you a whole new slant 
on the art of finessing. 


point in the next game to hold for 
3-1. 

But after Seles held for 3-2 
there were seven successive ser- 
vice bxeaks with Capriati failing 
to hold while serving for the 
match at 5-4 and again at 6-5. 

"I just didn’t dose it out when I 
needed to,” said a teary-eyed 
Capriati, who was bidding to 
become the youngest ever U.S. 
Open finalist. 

"(Losing) is even tougher when 
you know you could have the 
match and it’s there in yoocr bands 
and it slips away.” 

In the tiebreak, in which both 
players continued to struggle with 
their serves, Seles was simply the 
sharper of the two. At 6-3 she 
took a short ball by Capriati and 
whipped two-fisted a crosscourt 
winner to end the match. 

Tm pretty mad at myself for 
not holding serve,” Seles said. 
“Maybe in that madness I relaxed 
and dedded to hit the ball harder. 

“At the beginning of the 
tournament I didn’t expect to be 
in the final,” added Seles, who 
1 was twice beaten by Capriati this 
summer, once in an exhibition. 

"This is great. I want to win a 
Grand Slam tournament I never 
won before,” said Seles, who will 
regain her number one ranking 
by reaching the final. 

Navratilova’s relentless attack- 
ing game produced volley win- 
ners throughout to keep pressure 
on Graf, the 1988 and 1989 cham- 
pion who was looking to reach 
her fifth consecutive U.S. Open 
final. 

Her only difficulty came in 





Capriati 


finishing off sets. Navratilova 
served for the first set after 
breaking Graf for 6-5 and for the 
match after breaking the top seed 
for 5-3 in the second set. 

But each time the German 
Wimbledon champion turned up 
die heat on her passing shots and 
broke back. 

Navratilova, however, 
dominted the first tiebreak, win- 
ning it 7-2. In the second tieb- 
reak, Graf ran out to a 6-2 lead 
only to watch Navratilova battle 
back to 6-6. 

Undaunted, Graf reached her 
fifth set point and unleashed a 


backhand volley worthy of Nav- 
ratilova to send die match into a 
dnrd set. After two sets of sdntil- 
ladng tennis, play got ragged in 
the third as both players strug- 
gled. 

There were five service breaks 
in the first six games before Nav- 
ratilova settled down and served 
Out the match. 

Asked about her predictions 
for the final Graf said: "If she 
{days like she did today, die can 
beat anybody.” 

Capriati played like a woman 
of the world in the semifinals but 
after her defeat she reverted to 


being fust a 15-year-old girt. 

Devastated by losing after a 
tremendous effort against Seles, 
Capriati broke into tears just 
moments after walking out of 
view of a foil bouse at Louis 
Armstrong Stadium. 

Underneath the stadium, a 
sobbing Capriati leaned on the 
arm of New York CSty Major 
David Dinkins. 

Dinkins, an avid tennis player 
and regular visitor to the Open, 
led Capriati to the sednaon of 
the nearby referee’s office where 
she composed herself before re- 
tiring to the locker room. 


Senna takes pole again in Italian Grand Prix 


MONZA, Italy (R) — Brazilian 
Ayrton Senna enlarged his record 
'total of Grand Prix pole positions 
to 59 Saturday. 

In hot weather and slower con- 
ditions, his opening qualifying 
time for Sunday's Italian Grand 
Prix from Friday’s opening ses- 
sion remained unmatched despite 
Briton Nigel Mansell’s best 
extorts. 

Senna’s initial time of one mi- 
nute and 21.114 seconds at an 
average speed of 257.415 kph in 
Ins McLaren was ultimately the 
fastest after both sessions. 

Mansell, in a Williams, im- 
proved his time from 1:21328 to 
1:21.247 despite heavy traffic on 
both of his qualifying runs it was 
not quite enough to take pole 
from the 31-year-old B razilian. 

But Mansell will start Sunday’s 
53-lap race from the front row of 


the grid alongside Senna and 
confident that he has a good 
chance of winning to keep alive 
his tide challenge by reducing 
Senna’s 22>point lead. 

Austrian Gerhard Berger, in 
the second McLaren, retained 
third position and will share the 
second row of the grid with Ita- 
lian Ricardo Patrese in the 
second Williams with the two 
Ferraris of Alain Prost and 
feDow-Frendnnan Jean Alesi on 
die third row. 

German prodigy Michael Schu- 
macher, 22 and in only his second 
Grand Prix, finish ed seventh fas- 
test ahead of his new Benetton 
t«»m mate Nelson Piquet. ■ 

After his controversial move 
from Jordan' to Benetton, this, 
was'a remarkable effort by such a 
young and inexperienced driver. 

The session was ran in hot and 


dry conditions malting it unlikely 
that times would be. much im- 
proved over Friday’s. 

None of die leading four driv- 
ers bothered to leave then gar- 
ages for the trade during the first 
half hour but a breeze in the final 
20 minutes brought better times. 


Aguri Suzuki of Japan in a Lola 
blew his Ford engine, as be had 
Friday, and Italian Ivan Capeih, 
in « Leyton House, pulled up 
with smoke billowing from bis 
engine. 


The incidents were a warning 
that Sunday’s race is likely to be a 
battle for survival for all drivers. 

Mansell could not find a way 
through heavy traffic and was 
‘ forced to brake hard on Us first 
rim after being slowed by Ber- 
ger's McLaren at the second Chi- 
cane. 


“If I hadn’t backed off with 
Gerhard there, I would have T- 
boned him,” said ManseflL 

Senna said that Mansell had 
inadvertently held him up. 

“I had to lift off at the second 
lesmo because Nigel was there 
and though be got off the raring 
line, I didn't want to take the 
risk. That cost me two-tenths of a 
second,” he said. 

Mansell also complained about 
traffic. “I shall just have to say we 
had a little bit of misfortune in 
today’s qualifying session. But 
whatever happens I know we are 
dose and I am happy with the 
performance of the car and the 
team.” 

Schumacher said die. cond i tions 
prevented Mm from docking a 
time in the 1:2Tb. “The car was 
fantastic today but the conditions 
were not. so good,” he said. 


Resurgent French stretch unbeaten streak to 17 


PARIS (AP) — A 20 loss to 
Scotland in March 1989 cost 
France a berth in last year’s 
World Cup. It hasn’t lost since, 
emerging as Europe’s hottest soc- 
cer team with a 17-game un- 
beaten streak. 

The streak has featnred a 2-1 
victory over World Cup winner 
West Germany and six consecu- 
tive wins away from home, in- 
cluding Wednesday’s 2-1 beating 


of Chechoslovakia that virtually 
clinched a spot in next year’s 
European Championship. 

The team astounded its own 
coach, Mkfael Platini, by going 
on the attack against the 
Czechoslovaks even after rallying 
to tie the game 1-1 in die 53rd 
minute. A draw on the road 
would have been an excellent 
result, but the French lately have 
disdained such thinking. 


“I have a team of madmen,” 
said Platini, who was France’s 
star player when its last phase of 
glory brought a European tide in 
1984. “On the road, they’re cap- 
able of scoring at any time. That 
changes everything.” - 
The victory in Bratislava gave 
France 12 points with a 6-0-0 
record and kept it atop Group 
One in the qualifying round for 
next summer's eight-nation Euro- 


pean Championship in Sweden. 
Only the seven group winners 
advance to the finals along with 
host Sweden. 

With two matches left, and a 
four-point lead over Czechoslo- 
vakia, France needs only a draw 
at home against lightiy-regarded 
Iceland on Nov. 13 to qualify. 

The unbeaten streak, the 
longest of any national team, 
began modestly on April 4, 1989. 
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FORECAST FOR SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 1»f 

By Thomas &. Pierson. Astmbgar, Carrot Bigmsr foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: The 
weS expected New Moon in Vhga 


fofiow them wnbcdu so am & 


tag an opportunity to do what is 
proven and predie and prevents 
yiekEog to anything of a pecs&sr 
nature. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
T hink in terms of how yon can 
thmk more abundantly so yon wffl 
draw to yourself more of du 
world's goods and mitt) less effort 
upon ytatr pan. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You can look in the mirror and see 


what yon need to do to order to 
gain the good will of yonr social 
c o ntact s aid have a better rime at 
recreations. 


pm mate rapid stride* forward. 

LIBRA: (September# to October 
22) You have a voy kfirntma one 
bom your imnM od s dad is me 

right answer to tew yon an best 

gafe (fe good wifl ef tore when* 
yon refyupoo. 

SOOWWr (Gcsober23to Novem- 
ber 21) This is your moment to 
actually listen to what tom deter- 
mined partner has to for 

(herein ties the am to some 
joint perplexity reqafemg atten- 
tion. 


(3MINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
seed to get off by yourself for a 
whilto qmedy analyse how far you 
have progressed and the distances 
still tn be traversed before yon can 
get secret desires. 

MOON CHILDREN: (lone 22 to 
Jdy 21) A day to got together with 
those friends and affies who have 
the same interests as yourself auJ 
to make progress towards your 


fczSO: (July 22 to August 21) Think 
in terms of what you need to do in 
order to have a better reputation 
for yourself in the outside world 
and make a point to please one in 
power. 


SAGITTARIUS; (November 22 to 
December 21) Work it at the cen- 
ter of your progress bowk analyse 
how you can better perform the 
chores that await you during the 
com in g week. 

CAPRICORN: (January 21 to 
Febr uar y 19) You can have a most 
p le asan t day by quietly getting out 
with those with Whom you fed 
most congenial and getting them to 
£o along wife jour pet projects. 

AQUARIUS; (February 20 to 
March 20) Look told the best 
manner by which you can please 
• members of your fam i ly for they 
are looking to you for someaid and 
as ris tan oc for more pleasant rela- 
tions. .... 


VHtGCh (August 22 to September 
22) A day to listen to the voices of 
experience so you will be able to 


PISCES: (February 20toMrdt2Cje 
This is your day to Erst attend to 
whatever project yon have to do 
then get off with those dose -com- 
panions with whom you wzA to be 
with. 


THE BETTER HALE 


By Harris 




“You know how excited a dog gets 
when his master comes home? Thafs 


how i want you to greet me!“ 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD OAME 
• by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae. 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, f 
one letter to each square, tofarm I- 
four ordinary wonte. 1= 


HYSIF 


ENUQE 


REENOC 


TULFIE 


WHY HE HAI7TOSENI7 
HIS 5U1T TO THE 
CLEANERS AFTER HAV- 
ING A MEAL AT HIS 
FRIENDS RESTAURANT 


Now arrange the circled Mere to 
form toe surprise answer, as nap 
Bested ty toe above cartoon. 


hen n 


Yesterday's 


w^rn mnemr 

(Answers tomorrow) 

f> a | Jumble® SCARF OBESE HORROR SPEEDY 

I Answer A chess addict to never bored over this — 

THE CHESSBOARD 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Fred Toole 


ACROSS 
1 Equal 
5 Nautical cal 
lOSwtncfle 

14 ‘■Gods 
Little — ” 

15 Arrange for an 
extension 

16 Soft drink 

17 Aplomb 

19 — about 
(approximately) 

20 Makes certain 

21 Lachrymose 

23 Bon — (styfish 
society) 

24 Stadium section 

25 Stresses 
29 Signal 

responders 
32 Renown 
"33 Ctoar-wttted 

35 Bom 

36 Camera part - 

37 Bond 

38 Fret 

39 Lout 

40 Work by David 

42 Gaggle 
members 

43 Voted in a way 
- 46 Bespangled 

47 USSR mountain 
range 

48 “Bal — " 
49Karadtary 
52 Wood eater 
66 Opera singer 

Frances 

57 Thought over 

59 Ran 

60 NY city 

61 ABancagp. 

62 Passing fancies 

63 — Dame 

64 Swarm 



Cl tel 1 rttwa UM| : 
AinghiHnmM 


2 Business subj. 
3See eagles 

4 Those who 
dsprowi 

5 Warmly loving 

6 victory signs 
7 Cape — , MA 

B Rei gtou s group 


9 Loudspeaker of 
a kind 

10 Makes points 

11 Faced 

12 Buebafl family 
name 

13 Pertffizer 

16 Literary device 

22 " — we got 
fun?" 

25 Radiant 

26 Obvious 

27 Perplexed 

28 Archfiend 

29 Gives the Jeefing 
of 

30 Nam# in mwric 

31 Stitched 

34 "Diamond — ” 

36 Gritty deposit 

40 Fuel 

41 NonmetaSc 
element . 

*2 Protect • 

44 Walks on 

46 Certain 
stimulant 


Yesterday's Puzzle Suing 


nrannn nnun 
mnnn nnnnm nnnn 
ninnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnnnnnn nnnnnn 
nnnn nnnn 
nnnon rnnnnnnnnn 
mnmnrnn nnnn nnn 
rnnnn nnnm conn 
rcnn nnnn nnnnnr: 
□nnnonnrani nnrcnn 
nnnn nnnn 
nnninraa nnnnnnnn 


nnnn nnnmn 


nnen Rnnran nnrrf 
nnnn nnonn nnnn 


49 -Hooked pota for -52 Rusk fried 
landing fish 53 "OS*—" 


landing fish 

50 * Fitzgerald 

51 Pfces Peak 
state: abbr. 


5 3"0te»— " 

6« Hea*Fr. 

55 Ancient tingdom 

56 After e xp anse s 
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European air traffic slump persists 


BRUSSELS (R) — European 
airtixies carried seven per cent 
fewer pa ssengers on international 
flights in July than a year earlier 
as a slump in air traffic persisted, 
the Association of European Air- 
lines (AEA) said Friday. 

“Recovery of international air 
traffic definitely lags behind most 
expectations," AEA Sccxetary- 
General Karl-Heinz Neumeister 
said in a statement. 

AEA said international passen- 
ger traffic from January through 
July was down 10 per cent from 
last year for its 22 members. 

International freight traffic abo 
fell by ax per cent in July, it said. 

Hie biggest stump that month 
a# in North Atlantic traffic, with 
passengers down 11 per cent and 
freight 10 pea 1 cent, it added. 

AEA officials believe traffic, 
which was down earlier in the 
year because of the Gulf war, is 
now being influenced by general 
economic conditions, said David 
Henderson, AEA manager of 
statistical information. 

Aviation analysts say. that after 
a slow start, an air fare war seems 
to be developing over the North 
Atlantic, though the real battle 
for the market has yet to begin. 

U.S. and European airlines 
have been s lashing autumn sea- 
son fares since mid- August, but 


so far the cuts have been confined 
to economy dass, the least profit- 
able part of aircraft 

Only if business and first class 
prices tumble will a serious strug- 
gle develop. But airlines, particu- 
larly in Europe, have been reluc- 
tant to take the gloves oft, fearing 
the damage it would fo to already 
hard pressed finances. 

“There's no doubt there is 
going to be a substantial fere war 
(tins autumn), but the fare war 
that matters is the one in business 
class,” said Christopher Will, 
European airlines analyst at 
financial house Lehman 
Brothers. 

Prices began falling on Aug. 

12, when British Airways PIC 
announced price cuts of IS per 
cent for trans-Atlantic flights 
made between OcL 15 and Dec. 

13. 

Within days. Virgin Atlantic 
Airways replied with a 25 per 
cent cut ana was soon followed by 
a stream of U.S. airlines, some erf 
whom, inducting Northwest Air- 
lines Inc. and Delta Airlines Inc., 
cut prices by np to 50 per cent 

Competition has been wanning 
up for two reasons — the arrival 
this year of larger and more 
efficient U.S. airlines on highly 
profitable North Atlantic routes 


and the need to overcome a fall in 
traffic due to recession. 

Last March, the British govern- 
ment approved the entry into 
London's Heathrow Airport of 
the world’s two biggest carriers, 
AMR Carp’s American Airlines 
and UAL Corp's United Airlines, 
in place of Pan Am Corp’s Pam 
American World Airways and 
Hans World Airlines Inc. 

Other U.S. airlines have since 
followed, induding Delta Air- 
lines, the world’s sixth biggest 
earner. 

This has caused problems for 
airlines already established on 
trans-Atlantic routes as it occur- 
red just after tire recession in the 
United States and Britain, which, 
coupled with the effect of the 
Gulf war, cut passenger traffic by 
up to 30 per cent 

The end of the Gulf conflict 
and an improving economic cli- 
mate has since lifted traffic, but 
recovery is patchy and some air- 
lines say it is still five per cent 
down on a year ago. 

Airlines’ overriding aim is thus 
to entice more passengers on to 
their planes and discounts are one 
obvious method. However, they 
have to tread a fine line between 
the need to be competitive on 
price and the need to make pro- 
fits. 


New currencies In Baltics 
draw diversified opinions 


LAUSANNE, Switzerland 
(Agencies) — The chairman of 
the Russian Republic’s central 
bank urged Friday that the rouble 
r emain tire only currency in the 
newly emerging Soviet Union. 

Georgi Matyukhin, head of the 
central bank in the largest Soviet 
republic, cited “a large gap be- 
tween what the politicians in the 
seceding republics say and what is 
economically realistic." 

“I flunk we will come to the 
conclusion that a common cur- 
rency is better,” he told a private- 
ly sponsored gathering of West- 
ern businessmen. 

Tbc Soviet Union's disintegra- 
tion has raised the possibility of 


As an alternative, they might 
want to switch to the artificial 
currency of the European Com- 
munity, known as the ECU. 

Either way, they said, the small 
nations would be able to tie their 
fledgling economies to the Soviet 
Union or to Europe. 

The analysts said global mar- 
kets, albeit reluctant to accept the 
rouble as an internationally 
traded currency of any worth, 
would be even more hesitant to 
deal in new Baltic monies. 

“These little tiny economies 
would be incapable of comman- 
ding enough respect on world 
money markets to make their 
currencies even conceivable as 


individual republics printing their internationally traded corren- 

.... * . 


own money, which could compli- 
cate trade between republics and 
also create inflationary pres sur e. 

Mr. Matyukhin said that even 
if new currencies were created, 
die rouble would remain tire new 
union’s reserve currency because 
the Russian Repubfic is the eco- 
nomically most powerful one ' 
On Western aid, he said it was 
too early for a big infusion of 
credits. “We must first be taught 
to respect the money we receive 
from other sources,” he said. 

U.S. financial analysts and 
foreign exchange traders say die 


Baltic republics could be commit- said. 


cies,” said Michael Claudon, 
president of Geononrics Institute, 
a Middlebury, Vermont-based 
group that fosters market reforms 
in the Soviet Union and eastern 
Europe. 

He said that he was certain that 
the Baltic nations would probably 
forge ahead and create new cur- 
rencies, but said it would be a 
mistake. 

“I just think if s not in their 
best long-term interest to allocate 
afl of the human effort and all the 
scarce resources they have to 
creating their own currency,” he 


ting a major economic blunder if 
they follow through with plans to 
establish their own currencies. 

Several U.S. economists said 
that the soundest monetary policy 
for the seceding republics of 
Lithuania, Latvia and Rmnnia 
would be keeping die Soviet rou- 
ble as their official currency. 


Carl Amendola, a foreign ex- 
change trader at Hypobank, said: 
“If the rouble has a hard enough 
time being accepted, bow is a 
Latvian currency going to be 
traded? It would probably be In 
.their interest to stick to the rou- 
ble to indirectly show some land 
of more organised independ- 


Rao says India back on track for investments 


C3 


BONN (R) — Indian Prime 
Minister Narasimha Rao, looking 
JMst for help to boost his coun- 
try’s economy after the collapse 
of the Soviet Union, said Friday 
India was bade on trade and 
ready for foreign investments. 

“We would like to assure our 
friends abroad that India is now 
bade on its normal course of 
development and back at the 
point where she can play her 
rightful role in international 
affairs,” Mr. Rao told a news 
.confioenoe after meeting German 
Headers and industrialists. 
^Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
praised Mr. Rao’s efforts to re- 
form India’s state-dominated eco- 


nomy, including a new industrial 
■policy designed to attract once- 
despised multinational firms. 

“This.will make it easier for the 
international community to help 
you,” Mr. Kohl said in a speech 
at an official hmch for Mir. Rao, 
who arrived in Bonn Thursday 
night. 

Mr. Kohl said a German- 
Imfian advisory council, whose 
formation was agreed on in their 
talks Friday, would provide im- 
pulses for increasing economic 
cooperation, inducting, invest- 
ments. _ 

Mr. Rao, trying to sell India to 
Europe’s economic powerhouse, ■ 
said his country wanted “to be? 


come an effective partner with 
Germany in many fields of activ- 
ity, and notably in trade and 
industry.” 

• ‘There is no reversal of the new 
policy reforms that we have 
brought in,” be said. “This ... I 
want our friends abroad to under- 
stand. They have my word for it.” 
India, burdened by a $71 bil- 


ookmiaHsm.” 

Hying to calm foreign fears of 
possible unrest in India, Mr. Rao 
assured potential investors from 
abroad he was confident he 
would ensure the stability of his 
minority gov e rnment. 

He earlier met Economics 
Munster Jnergen MoeUemann, 


fionforagD idebt and starved I off- who plans to visit India to 
hard cash, has unvefled a pobey November to explore chances for 
that allows foreign firms to take a closer relations, 
majority stake in Indian joint- - 

venture projects. India was braised by the finan- 


Inviting multinational firms ‘dal fallout from the Golf crisis 
repres e nts a Utern in thinking in and a disruption in its trade with 


India, which in the past refe r red 
to them as “agents of neo- 


tfae Soviet Union, one of India’s 
bigg e st trading partners. 
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ence. 

However, some economists 
said the Baltic republics should 
take the risks involved in creating 
their own monetary systems. The 
hardships might well be worth the 
freedom from Moscow’s fiscal 
and monetary policies, they said. 

“Purely economically h might 
make more sense to stick to the 
rouble,” said Richard Ericson, an 
economics professor at New 
York’s Columbia University. 

But if Moscow faih to move 
ahead with market reforms and 
the rouble remains a “funny 
money, then the faster they get 
ont of it, the better off they*!!, 
be,” Mr. Ericson said. 

David Johnson, an economist 
at Washington-based Planecon 
Inc., also said the creation of new 
currencies for the Baltics could be 
a positive step as long as the 
republics can master the funds 
needed to stabilise the units. 

“Onoe and for all, they can 
handle their own affairs and will 
not have to rely on the whims of 
Moscow for monetary policy. 
From an economic standpoint, it 
would be better if they had the 
same currency, but conversely 
they want to have more control 
over their economies,” Mr. John- 
son said. 

Analysts said a major obstacle 
to creating Baltic monetary units 
was a lack of backing — gold or 
hard money such as dollars or 
German marks — for their cur- 


Most profits are made on busi- 
ness and first class seats and price 
competition is confined, for now, 
to the economy cabin. 

Such profits are considerable. 
Analysts said business class re- 
turn fares between London and 
New York are now in the region 
of £800 ($1350) well over twice 
that of some return economy 
feres. 

Although British Airways and 
Virgin At lantic fired the opening 
shots in the fere war, few other 
major European airtines have 
joined the fray. 

Swissair-Schweizcrische Luft- 
verkehr A.G. has no intention of 
introducing any discounts at the 
moment after anting prices by 
four to six per cent in April, a 
spokesman said recently. 

Air France has also held fares 
steady. “Nothing justifies our 
getting into a price war,” a 
spokesman said two weeks ago. 

KLM Royal Dutch Airlines 
said last month it was ready to 
respond to U.S. competition, but 
has given no details. 

Germany's Deutsche Lufth- 
ansa A.G., however, has cot eco- 
nomy fares, but only for passen- 
gers booking well in advance and 
prepared to stay for a minimum 
of six days and maximum of 30. 

Belgium TEA 
files for 
bankruptcy 
protection 

BRUSSELS (AP) — Trans Euro- 
pean Airways (TEA), the ailing 
Belgian charter airline, asked a 
Belgian court to grant it protec- 
tion from its creditors Friday. 

TEA asked a court in Liege for 
a “composition procedure, ” the 
closest thing in Belgian law to 
protection from bankruptcy pro- 
ceedings. 

It said it wanted to ensure the 
continuity of its operations after 
some creditors threatened to 
seize its assets. 

Hie protection order will cover 
the parent company TEA Hold- 
ing S.A. and three units: The 
airline TEA S.A., the mainte- 
nance division Teamco S.A., and 
the European Aerospace Train- 
ing Centre. 

Not affected are TEA-owncd 
tour operators Sunsnacks and 
Wirtz, the company said. 

The move to bankruptcy comes 
just three months after TEA be- 
gan scheduled flights to London. 

As part of a drives to expand 
beyond charter flights, TEA 
planned to start regular flights to 
Barcelona, Athnes, Thessaloni- 
ca, Greece, Tenerife and Las 
Palmas from Brussels. 

TEA is negotiating with possi- 
ble partners for its airline opera- 
tions and is also talking with 
potential buyers for peripheral 
activities, the TEA statement 
said. 


REQUIRED 

A live-in housemaid for a small family. 

Tel.: 829617 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Two bedrooms/sitting & dining room/modern 
kitchen/tel. & T.V. 

West Amman — near the Baccalaureate School 

Call tel.: 729800-729900 after 5:00 p.m. 


VILLA FOR RENT 

Located in west Amman. Three bedrooms, two salons, one dining 
room, three bathrooms, one garage, servant room plus five 
hundred sq.m, garden. 

Fully furnished with American f u r ni t ur e. It was the residence of a 
senior executive of an international agency. 

Please call 810153 


Unfurnished VBla For Rent 

Consists of two apartments on one floor. Each has 2 bedrooms, 
one hall, L-shaped salon, kitchen, bathroom, one front and one 
back veranda, independent central heating, garden and garage. 
Location: Urn Uthainah behind the Commercial Centre - Green 
Valley. Rent amount to be fixed after inspection. 

Phone: 813526 


NEW VILLA FOR SALE 
OR RENT FURNISHED 


In a nice location in Abdoun. Consisting of 4 master 
bedrooms, salons, sitting rooms, offices, swimming 
pool and sauna with nice garden surrounded, etc. 

For 'more information pit call TeL: 819812 
batman 1090 am till 2:00 pjn. 

BROKERS ARE NOT WELCQAfED 


Kuwait receives 
good loan offers 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait’s fi- 
nance minister said m remarks 
published Friday that it had re- 
ceived an encouraging response 
to its requests to borrow billions 
of dollars to finance the repair of 
Gulf war damage. 

“Everybody has expressed a 
wish to cooperate and we have 
received encouraging loan offers, 
reflecting the confidence of the 
international monetary world in 
Kuwait,” Nasser A1 Rodhao told 
Sawt Al Kuwait newspaper. 

He said the government, which 
has estimated damage at $30 bil- 
lion, had approved legislation to 
enable the emirate to seek 
varying amounts of finance 
abroad. 

“The loan law has been ad- 
justed to facilitate the borrowing 
of amounts ranging between 
3,000 million dinars ($10 billion) 
and 10 million dinars ($34 mil- 
lion). We still have urgent needs 
which will push up to borrow 
from the international market 
and banks,” be said. 

The minister gave no details of 
bow mudi was being sought from 
individual institutions. The gov- 
ernment is said by Gulf bankers to 
be seeking loans on the same 
terms as Saudi Arabia, which has 
zero risk rating. 

Gulf-based bankers say this 
may be bolding up negotiations for 
the loans, which are needed to 
repair damage to oihvells set 
amaze by Iraqi troops and basic 
infrastructure. 

The government is also seeking 
cash to pay for the U.S.-led cam- 
paign which ended the occupa- 
tion in February. 

The minister said borrowing 
would be in stages and geared to 
the emirate's needs. “Now we 




Nasser Al Rodhan 

have started spending carefully 
and according to priorities.” 

Bankers in Kuwait said that 
negotiations on the loans would 
take several months. Central 
bank governor, Sbeikh Salem 
Abdul Aziz Saud said in August 
he expected the emirate to re- 
ceive its first loan within two 
months. 

Sheikh Rodhan said Kuwait's 
rapid economic recovery and 
massive overseas assets enhanced 
its bargaining hand with foreign 
banks. 

The government's budget for 
the year up to June 1992 will be 
ready m September. 

The finance minister said 
Kuwait's economy would im- 
prove when oil* revenues start 
rolling in by the end of the year 
when production is expected to 
read] 400,000 barrels per day. 

With its oil industry extensively 
damaged, Kuwait has had to rely 
on income from its $100 billion 
foreign assets which bring in 
annual earnings .of $8 billion. 


OECD: Sweden bears 
heaviest tax burden 
in developed world 


PARIS (R) — Swedish workers 
and companies have the unenvi- 
able distinction of bearing the 
heaviest tax burden in the .de- 
veloped world, according to pro- 
visional 1990 figures published by 
the OECD. 

In its annual report on revenue 
statistics, the Organisation for 
Economic Cooperation and 
[Development (OECD) says tot- 
al tax revenue in Sweden was 
equal to 57.7 per cent of gross 
domestic product (GDP) in 1990, 
up from 56.1 per cent in 1989. 

That puts it well ahead of 
Denmark, the nearest challenger 
with a 1990 tax burden estimated 
at 48.8 per cent of GDP. 

Taxes borne by Swedes are 
almost double that on Turkish 


taxpayers, where 1990 tax re- 
venue as a portion of GDP was 
the lowest of the 24 OECD coun- 
tries at 30.2 per cent. 

In 1989, the United States was 
just above Turkey with tax re- 
venues at 30.1 per cent of gross 
national product (GNP) versus 
Turkey’s 29 pm cent. No U.S. 
data were available for 1990. 

Tax levels decreased between 
1988 and 1989 in 11 OECD coun- 
tries and increased in 13, but the 
overall trend has been down- 
# wards in recent years. 

“The general upward trend in 
tax levels between 1965 and 1985, 
a period when tax to GDP ratios 
increased in all OECD countries, 
had been reversed in many coun- 
tries,” the OECD said. 


Canada growth marks 
end of recession 


OTTAWA (R) — Canada’s eco- 
nomy rebounded from recession 
in the second quarter, growing at 
an ammal rate of 4.9 per cent and 
bringing an end to one of the 
worst downturns since World 
War n. 

Gross domestic product (GDP) 
— the total output of goods and 
services in tbe economy — had 
fallen in four consecutive quar- 
ters before bouncing back by 1.2 
per cent between April and June 
tins year, the Statistics Canada 
federal agency has said. 

GDP fell 4.6 per cent on an 
annualised basis in the first quar- 
ter. 

“The recession is dearly over,” 
said Randall Pawley, vice presi- 
dent of brokerage firm Scotiamo- 
■leod Inc. 

“Relatively few economists ex- 
pect there to be a double dip in 
Canada,” Mr. Powley said, refer- 
ring to fears the economy may 
slide again after showing initial 
signs of recovery. “We had a 
strong quarter and we have dear- 
ly come out of (recession).” 

Both exports and imports in- 
creased in the second quarter, the 
government agency said. 

Canada officially went into re- 
cession in April 1990 as unem- 
ployment soared and industrial 
production slumped, while infla- 
tion remained high mainly due to 
new taxes. 

Industrialists blamed the high 
value of the Canadian dollar 


against the U.S. dollar for stow- 
ing exports to the United States, 
Canada’s most important trading 
partner. 

Analysts said tbe economy re- 
ceived a shock from a free trade 
deal with the United States that 
has forced businesses in trade- 
dependent Canada to restructure 
to meet tougher competition. 

But the recovery has started in 
areas sensitive to interest rate 
changes, such as bousing and car 
sales, as the Central Bank of 
Canada eased interest rates. 

“There are the early starters 
that reflect pent-up consumer de- 
mand. It's pretty textbook," said 
Susan Clark, chief economist 
with Richardson Greenshields of 
Canada Ltd. 

Canada’s GDP rose 0.1 per 
_cent in June after exceptionally 
strong growth of 0.4 per cent in 
May and 1.1 per cent in April, the 
government recording agency 



Indian Restaurant 

8th Circle, Tel. 819829 
Indian Foods 
BAR.B.QUE NIGHTLY 
Take away Service 
24- Hour Open 


The merchandise trade surplus 
rebounded to 3.0 billion Cana- 
dian dollars ($2.62 billion) in the 
second quarter from 2.5 billion 
Canadian dollars ($2.19 billion) 
in the first quarter, while the 
current account deficit remained 
unchanged from the previous 
quarter at 5*5 billion Canadian 
dollars ($4.8 billion). 

The Conference Board of 
Canada, a leading private re- 
search group, said that lower 
interest rates have helped vehicle 
sales while a gradual pick-up in 
the U.S. economy is helping 
Canada’s trade performance. 

“Increased demand south of 
the border is stimulating Cana- 
dian export growth, particularly 
for British Columbia lumber and 
Ontario and Quebec manufactur- 
ing products said Paul Darby, a 
Conference Board director. 

Economists are convinced the 
recovery will continue into tbe 
third and fourth quarters of the 
year, although at a slightly less 
robust rate. 
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Yugoslav peace talks 
start with little optimism 


THE HAGUE (R) — European 
Community (EC) foreign minis- 
ters Saturday voiced little hope 
for a quick end to Yugoslavia’s 
ethnic wars after the first round 
of a peace conference : ere. 

' “Having heard some of the 
remarks made tins morning, it is 
dear there win be considerable 
difficulties,” former British Fore- 
ign Secretary Lord Carrington, 
chairman of the talks, told a news 
conference. 

Dutch Foreign Munster Hans 
Van Den Brock, whose country 
holds the EC’s rotating presiden- 
cy, said: “It win be a tfarony path 
without any doubt” 

EC diplomats said speeches at 
the opening session by the presi- 
dents of Yugoslavia's feuding re- 
publics showed no signs that the 
gaps between their widely diffe- 
rent views were narrowing. 

“I don’t see the end,” Luxem- 
bourg’s Foreign Minister Jacques 
Poos said. “We have started to- 
day without illusions.” 

The European Community 
warned Yugoslav leaders Satur- 
day that peace talks here were the 
last chance for them to avert 
all-out dvD war which would 
menace all of the Europe. 

“We are gathered here to give 
reason a chance ” said the Dutch 
foreign minister, opening the EC- 
mediated peace conference. 

['Yugoslavia is in deep trouble. 
It is on the brink of full-scale dvQ 
war, if it hasn’t already crossed 
that fine. 

“If this conflict is allowed to 
fester, it not only threate ns the 


security of the Balkan region, but 
that of Europe as a whole,” Mr. 
Van Den Broek said. 

Dutch Prime Minister Ruud 
Lubbers also expressed fears that 
the Yogosalv crisis could shake 
the stability of Europe. 

“We cannot, at our own peril, 
stand by when the neighbouring 
house is on fire. We must help 
put out the fire or risk our own 
homes,” Mir. Lubbers told the 
conference. 

Thousands of Croatian and 
ethnic Albanian demonstrat o rs, 
waving flags and banners protest- 
ing against the continued fighting 
in Croatia, thronged the streets of 
the Hague, dogging traffic as 
Yugoslav and EC ministers ar- 
rival for the conference in the 
Peace Palace, home of the Inter- 
national Court of Justice. 

Police in the Hague estimated 
the number of demonstrators at 
between 7,000 and 10,000 and 
said many of them had been 
bused into the Netherlands from 
' neighbouring Germany and Bel- 
gium. 

The Albanians, three milli on of 
whom five in Yugoslavia, were 
protesting against their exclusion 
from the talks . 

Fierce battles between Serbian 
guerrillas and forces of the break- 
away Republic of Croatia con- 
tinued Friday despite an EC- 
brokered ceasefire agreed Mon- 
day. 

But reports from Belgrade said 
the conflict entered its first lull 
-for several weeks early Saturday 
as the combatants awaited de- 
velopments from the peace con- 


ference. 

No dashes were reported dur- 
ing the night after at least 17 
people were killed in eastern and 
central Croatia Friday. Dozens 
died in repeated truce violations 
early in toe week. 

“If the conference wants to 
stand a chance of success, the 
fighting must stop. Talking and 
shooting do not go together,” 
Mr. Van Den Broek told the 
meeting. 

Participants in the conference 
include Yugoslav Federal Presi- 
dent Stipe Mesic and other mem- 
bers of the collective presidency 
as well as the presidents of the six 
republics and foreign ministers of 
the 12 Community co un tries. 

Mr. Van Den Brock’s concern 
over the continued kflling in 
Yugoslavia was echoed by some 
Yugoslav leaders. 

“We must bring the violence to 
an end. In no case the Yugoslav 
crisis be resolved through war,” 
Mr. Mesic told reporters as be 
arrived at the conference. 

“Our absolute priority now is 
to stop the bloodshed,” said 
Yugoslav Prime Minister Ante 
Markovic. 

The EC has staked its prestige 
on finding a common security 
policy to resolve the Yugoslav 
crisis. 

But doubts over the success of 
tiw talks have grown since succes- 
sive EC-brokered ceasefires have 
been blasted to shreds by battles 
between Croatian forces on tbe 
one side and Serbs and elements 
of the Serb-led federal army on 
the other. 



Two women eanythdrranWng belongings pot a destroyed taUtag 
Petkiqja following a Yug o s la v army attack: 


Iran-contra charges embarrass CIA 


WASHINGTON (R) — A for- 
mer top CIA official has been 
indicted for his role in the Iran- 
contra scandal, embarrassing the 
Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) and raising new questions 
about President George Bosh’s 
choice of Robert Gates as chief of 
tiie spy body. 

Iran-contra special prosecutor 
Lawrence Walsh said a federal 
jury Friday indicted Clair 
the CIA’s former deputy 
director of operations, on 10 
counts of perjury, making false 


statements and obstructing in- 
quiries into tiie affair. 

Mr. George worked as tiie 
third highest official at tbe CIA, 
supervising covert operations 
worldwide at the same time that 
Mr. Gates served as deputy direc- 
,tor. 

Tbe Senate Intelligence Com- 
mittee, which will bold hearings 
on tiie Gates no minatio n later 
this month, plans to subpoena Mr. 
George to force him' to testify 
about what and when he told Mr. 
Gates about the Iran-contra op- 


erations. 

Mr. Gates, the White House’s 
deputy national security adviser, 
has maintained be knew little 
about tiie operations unto it was 
publicly disclosed by tire White 
House in November 1986. 

The 33-page indictment (fid not 
mention Mr. Gates. But he has 
been called to testify before the 
Iran-contra grand jury. 

Sources dose to Mr. Walsh 
said his investigation into an 
alleged CIA cover-up of the scan- 
dal would continue. 


Americans 
oppose 
sending 
money 
to Soviets 


NEW YORK (R) — A majority 
of Americans oppose increasing 
U.S. aid to the Soviet Union 
despite tire fall of Soviet com— | 
munisra and the end of cold war 
antagonisms, according to a sur- 
vey released Friday. 

The survey, co mmi s si oned by 
Reuters and the nightly Business 
Report, also showed most Amer- 
icans approve of President 
George Bush’s handling of the 
economy. 


Tbe poll, conducted by the 
Gallup Organisation, surveyed 
1,003 American adults by tele- 
phone during tbe week that be- 
gan on Aug. 26. 

It found only 31 per cent in 
favour of increasing aid to tiie 
Soviet Union, white 58 per cent 
were opposed and 11 per cent of 
those questioned did not answer 
or had no opinion. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


KGB defector reunited with family 


Sri Lanka party sacks 8 MPs 


LONDON (R) — Soviet double agent Oleg Gonfievslcy had an 
emotional reunion with his wife and two daughters at a secret 
location Friday six years after be quit tbe KGB and fled to tbe 
West It was the first time he had seen his wife, Leyia, and 
daughters Maria, 11, and Anna, 10, since he defected to Britain in 
1985. “Our reunion was lovely. It was very emotional, with 
flowers everywhere,” Mr. Gonfievsky told Britain’s Press Asso- 
ciation news agency. He was speaking on his car telephone as be 
drove his family to his home in southern England. “I was already 
happy about the crumbling of tiie Communist empire. Now I have 
got personal as well as political and ideological satisfaction," he 
said. A beaming Leyia Gonfievsky arrived earlier at London’s 
Heathrow Airport from Moscow with her daughters who waved 
and smiled as they stepped out of foe British Airways plane. “It is 
a very exciting moment of a very special day,” she told reporters 
at an airport news conference. The family had been under 
round-the-clock surveillance by KGB agents untfl the security 
organisation’s new chief Vadim Bukatin agreed to let foe family 
go last week. 


COLOMBO (R) — Sri Lanka’s ruling United National Party has 
expelled eight members who signed an impeachment motion 
against President Ranasmghe Premadasa, the state-owned Daily 
News said Saturday. Quoting a party spokesman, tiie newspaper 
said the party’s working committee voted unanimously Friday 
night to expel the dissidents, among them former Education 
Minister Latith Athulatimradali, former Labour Minister G.M. 
Premachandra and senior member of parliament Gamim Dis- 
sanayake. The eight will lose their seats in parliament under the 
provisions of tiie constitution, the Daily News said. Premadasa 
had abstained from voting, it said. 


Cubans mob dissident demonstrators 


82 killed In Congo train accident 


BRAZZAVILLE, Congo, (AP) — A passenger train crashed 
head-on into a freight train overnight in this central African 
nation. Official estimates of the death toll ranged from 39 to 82. 
Some victims re m ai n ed trapped late Friday afternoon in a rail car 
that plunged down a 50-metre-deep ravine. A passenger train 
traveling from tire Atlantic Ocean port of Fointe Noire collided 
with a freight train carrying timber from Brazzaville, the capital, 
ofikials said. The collision happened 30 kQometres outside 
Dofiae town, which is more than 400 kilometres south of 
Brazzaville. Government officers said 82 people had died by 
Friday morning but many people were seriously injured and more 
deaths were expected. State radio quoted tire Congo Ocean 
Railroad as saying there were 39 dead and 52 injured. A hospital 
source at Pointe Noire said about 60 people were in the 
cr a sh. 


HAVANA (R) — A hostile crowd shouting “in Cuba there can 
be only one party” mobbed at least two poltical dissidents and 
stopped them from staging a demonstration outside the headquar- 
ters of Cuba’s state security police, witnesses said. One man was 
shoved and kicked to the ground by a chanting , enraged group of 
me n and w omen before being dragged into a police car by a 
unifo r m ed officer. An unidentified man dressed in jeans and an 
open red check shirt, possibly a plain clothes security policeman, 
halted traffic by holding up his hand while this took place. 
Another group chanting “worm, worm” and other insults taunted 
another man, apparently a dissident, as he walked away from 
Villa Marista, headquarters of the Department of State Security, 
in foe Havana suburb of VIbora. Opposition political parlies are 
not permitted in Cuba under a single-party Socialist constitution 
passed in 1976. 


Noriega judge sets guidelines 


MIAMI (R) — The judge in Manuel Noriega’s drug trial has 
paved the way for lawyers to introduce controversial evidence 
about the ousted Panamanian strongman’s relationship with U.S. 
intelligence agencies and Cuban leader Fidel Castro. In an order 
dated Aug. 7 and made public Friday, U.S. District Judge 
WflUam Hoeveler said Mr. Noriega could introduce evidence 
be “regularly acted as an intermediary between the United States 
andOiba, often meeting with Castro at tire behest, or with foe 
approval, of the United States.” But in a victory for the 
prosecution, he denied many of the defence’s sweeping requests 
for confidential U.S. government documents. The 41-page ruling 
was released on the second day of jury selection in Gen.. Noriega’s 
(fang trial, when prosecutors quizzed potential jurors on whether 
they could fairly evaluate testimony from Fidel Castro. “We 
anticipate there will be testimony by Fidel Castro about events 
that happened in Havana, Gnba,” prosecutor Michael Patrick 
Sullivan sakLafthougfa be added: “It’s unlikely he (Castro) would 
appear in court in person.” Sullivan did not suggest alte mati vpctr. 
personal appearances. 


Seoul to contribute to U.N. peacekeeping 

SEOUL (R) — South Korea plans to contribute to United 
Nations peacekeeping activities when it becomes a foil member of 
the world body. Foreign Munster Lee Sang-Ock said. “We, wire 
defeated tiie (North Korean) invasion helped by a U.N. alliance, 
should contribute to U.N. peacekeeping mov emen ts ... the 
government will consider gradual measures in that field,” the 
domestic Yonhap News Agency quoted Mir. Lee as telling 
journalists Friday. A U.S.-led force under U.N. auspices fought 
on South Korea’s side in the 1950-53 Korean War. Both North 
and South Korea will be formally admitted to the United Nations 
on Sept. 17. The two Koreas currently have observer status. 


800 cholera cases reported in Mexico 

MEXICO CTTYJjR) — Nearly 800 diolera cases have been 


Peronists set to sweep elections 

.BUENOS AIRES (R) — President Carlos Menem’s Peronist 
Party is set to sweep Argentina’s mid-term elections Sunday in a 
massive vote of confidence in the government’s anti-inflation 
programme. Opinion polls published at the end of tire week show 
the Peronists increasing their lead in the race to renew half tbe 
254-seat congress and choose provincial governors and local 
legislators. In Buenos Aires, the country’s richest and most 
populous province, Vice President Eduardo Dnhalde was given a 
lead of up to 20 per cent by independent surveys in the contest for 
governor. A week earlier, be had a 10-point advantage over Juan 
Carlos Pugliese of the mam opposition radical party. The 
improvement in Peronist ratings result from a mounting tide of 
op timi s m over tire government's economic programme. On 
Wednesday, Economy Minister Domingo Cavaflo announced an 
August inflation rate of 13 per cent — the lowest in 17 years. 


Hurd to visit Kenya, Zimbabwe 


d ia gnosed 
Friday to 1 


in Mexico since June and the disease was reported 


to have readied Mexico City — where experts have said it 
crarid reach epidemic proportions. Eduardo Arvfaai Marin, chief 
spokesman for the Mexican Health Ministry, said some 770 
cholera cases had been confirmed in six of Mexico’s 31 states and 

that an average of 70 new cases were cropping up every week. But ■ 
he said he could neither confirm nor deny local news report* that 
cholera had readied Mexico City, where health experts have 
warned that poor sanitary conditions in densely populated 
workrng-dass districts could help it spread like wild fire. 


LONDON (R) — British Foreign Secretary Douglas Hurd flies to 
'Kenya and Zimbabwe next week for talks that will include 
Kenya’s human rights record, dismantling South African apar- 
theid and the upcoming Commonwealth summit in Harare. 
“Human rights is something the secretary of state takes very 
seriously and he raises it at every opport un ity when there is an 
issue to discuss,” a Foreign Office official said when asked if Mr. 
Hurd would discuss human rights during his talks in Kenya. Mr. 
Hurd flies to Nairobi Wednesday from Moscow, where he will 
attend a European human rights co n fe ren ce, and goes on to 
Harare Thursday, leaving for borne late Friday. 


BBC poll shows British 
Conservatives leading 


LONDON (R) — A new opinion 
poll has rein forced evidence 
that British Prime Minister John 
Major’s ruling Conservatives lead 
the opposition Labour Party in 
popularity. 

The poll, for the British Broad- 
casting Corporation (BBC) tele- 
vision’s newsnight programme 
Friday, gave the Conservatives 41 
per cent, a one point lead over 
the opposition Labour Party. The 
centrist liberal Democrats got 15 
per cent. 

Earlier Friday, Mr. Major de- 
clined to say if he might call a 
national election in November 
but officials have said he wants to 
attend European Community 
(EC) summit talks in the Nether- 
lands in December. 

An election must be held by 
July next year at the latest. 

The BCC poll was the third in a 
week giving the ruling party a 
lead over Labour, reversing a 


series of surveys which had the 
Conservatives trailing the opposi- 
tion badly. 

The Conservatives had not led 
Labour in the monthly BBC poll 
since May. 

A poll in Friday’s Daily Tele- 
graph newspaper gave the Con- 
servatives a 4 .5 per cent lead over 
Labour and a survey last 
weekend had them two points 
ahead 

A surprise cot in interest rates 
to 10.5 per cent Wednesday — 
down from 15 per cent a year ago 
— led to speculation that an 
election tins year was passible. 

But Mr. Major, known as a 
cautious politician, is likdy to 
take note of the narrow one-point 
lead in the BBC pofl. 

Inflation has fallen lately but 
tiie number of jobless workers is 
rising towards three million or 10 
per cent of the workforce, eco- 
nomists say. 


Thousands of Azerbaijanis 
protest against elections 


BAKU, Soviet Union (R) — 
Teas of thousands of demonstra- 
tors p rote ste d in Sonet Azerbai- 
jan to support natio nalis t opposi- 
tion demands for cancellation of 
Sunday’s presidential elections. 

“Tell your family and friends 
not to vote in Sunday’s undemo- 
cratic elections,” Issa Kamberov 
of tbe Azerbaijan Popular Front’s 
ruling committee told the protes- 
ters, who were waving Azeri 
national flags. 

Popular Frou. .’’ad era esti- 
mated the crowd au ->0,000. 

The republic’s president,- Ayaz 
Mntalibov, a former member of 
the Soviet Communist Party 
politburo who o ppos iti on parties 
accuse of backing the failed 
Soviet coup, is the only candidate 
in the presidential election in die 
southern Soviet republic. 

Mr. Mutalibov’s rival, the lead- 
er of the Republican Social 
Democratic Party, Zardusht Ali- 
Zade, withdrew his candidacy. 


saying he felt the election should 
be postponed. 

Tbe Popular Front, tiie most 
powerful oppos iti on party, is 
boycotting foe elections. 

Mr. Kamberov asked the 
crowd to continue tiie protest 
Saturday. It was staged in front of 
a government budding where 
Baku residents last week des- 
troyed a statue of Lenin. 

After an attack by the police 
during a meeting at the Popular 
Front headquarters two weeks 
ago, tbe security forces have not 
intervened in die opposition's 
activities despite several large de- 
monstrations. 

Another big protest was held in 
Baku Monday to call for tiie 
removal of Mr. Mntafibov and 
the cancellation of the presiden- 
tial elections. 

Leaders of the Popular Front 
say opposition parties do not 
recognise the parliament's dec- 
laration of independence. 


Philippine 
senate 
close to 
rejecting 
bases pact 


MANILA (R) — Tbe Fbifippiae 
Senate S atui day moved to tiie 
brink of rejecting a new military- 
bases treaty with the United 
States after eight senators 
a resolution declaring 
opposition. 


“For all intents and 
tbe treaty is dead,” said Senator 
Ernesto Maceda, chairman of foe 
Senate Defence Committee , and 
one of the eight who signed tiie 
resolution. .Eight votes is tbe 
minimum required to defeat tiie 


treaty. 

The pact, which allows the 
United States to keep Subic Bay 
Naval Base for 10 more 
while giving up Clark Air 
needs 16 votes in the 23-member 
Senate to be ratified. 

Washington has said it wfll start 
withdrawing its remaining forces 
from the Philipptnes if the treaty 
is not ratified by Sept. 16, when 
the current lease expires, ending 
almost a century of U.S. nrifitaiy 
presence in the former American 
colony. ^ 

President Corazon Aquino had 
been lobbying hard in favour of 
the agreement, saying the heavi- 
ly-indebted Philippines needs 
American military and financial 
help to revive its economy and 
modernise the armed forces. 

“They can keep their money. 
The issue 'fame is respect for the 
constit uti on,” said Senator Rene 


Sagtrisag, referring to tiie $203 
mutkm in yearly security assist- 
ance that Washington has offered 
in exchange for keeping Subic. 

Senate President Jovito Salon- 
ga said a formal Senate vote 
rejecting die treaty could take 
{dace Monday, ahead of a plan- 
ned pro-bases rally of up to a 
million people to be led by Presi- 
dent Aquino outside the Senate. 

Sen. Sagnisag told reporters 
that around 12 senators, and 
possibly 13, were ready to vote 
against the accord, signed by the 
two countries last month. 

Rejection of tiie treaty would 
trigger the withdrawal of 8,000 
American servicemen from foe 
Philippines and force tiie closure 
of Subic Bay naval dockyard, the 
hugest U.S. ship repair yard mid 
supply depot in Aria. 

ft could also spell major econo- 
mic difficulties for the Philip- 
pines, because trade concessions 
and a scheme to reduce the coon- 
tty’s $29 billion external debt are 
tied to tiie treaty. ' 

Anti-bases Senator Wigberto 
Tanada said it would be “an 
anachronism” if the Philippines 
retained Subic Naval Base with 
the end of the cold war and the 
collapse of co mmuni sm in the 
Soviet Union. 

Political sources said the only 
way for Mis. Aquino and foe 
pro-bases tabby to save the treaty 
would be persuade the Senate to 
deity a formal vote and opt for a 
national referendum on the issue. 

Opinion polls have found 
around two-thirds of the conn- 
tty’s 60 million popolatnion sup- 
port tbe presence of U.S. forces 
in tbe Philippines. 



Royals host gate 
tooawc a thadra f a 
medieval spire 


SALISBURY (AP) — 
Thousands watched a spectiKfeof 


music, fight sad theatre on foe 
grounds « Salisbury Cstbe&aTfo 
raise money to save foe cathed- 
ral's famous metficval spfre. 
Prince Charles and Princem'Df- 
ana hosted the foree-taw “sym- 
phony for foe spite,".. which tt- 
dtuded music from opera stars 


man, readings by Chariton Hea- 
ton, aad two toones of fireworks. 
Prince Charles described Safe- 
bury Cathedral’s spire at a 
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TDocwrai nnractc. 1 wb&ebci to 
do c rctiydan g I could to help 
p re serve this beautiful building 
adisniuidfeqse^lieniil 
in an interview on Independent 
Television News. The cathedral 
spire — at 404 feet (123 metres) 
foe tallest and most elegan t m 
England — was the c entrep ie ce 
of an ex tra v ag anza. A fight show 
played on the 13tb-cectuxyspae 
and the western front of foe 
cathed ral, 135 kflometret south- 
west of London. Add rrin aad 
time have taken their tofi on tbe 
crumbling 6,400-tonne spire, 
which ra built on fo un d a tions oriy 
four feet (1.21 metres) deep. 
Cathedral authorities ray that 
without extensive r e s toratio n. It 
could ooflapse within 20 yuan. 


Chinese crackdown 
on prostitutes 
'curbs gonorrhoea’ 


PEKING (R) — A crackdown on 
prostitution in China 1ms led to a 


sharp drop in cases of sexually 
transmitted diseases in major 
cities. The drop in cities such es 
Canton aad Peking has averaged 
30 per cent m the fiist half of fern 
year, reversing the trend of foe 
pag several years, state media 
repor t ed Saturday. More than 


Knives out for Kaifu as LDP 
barons start leadership battle 


TOKYO (R) — Japan’s powerful 
ruling party barons have kicked 
off what promises to be a bruising 
leadership battle with a series of 
attacks on Prime Minister Toshiki 
Kaifu’s lack of political weight 
and experience. 


With foe Liberal Democratic 
Party (LDP) due to choose a new 
president next month — a job 
that brings with it the premiership 
— key players called this 
weekend for Mr. Kaifu to make 
way for a more able political 
heavyweight to speak authorita- 
tively for Japan. 

Announcing his decision to 
challenge the premier, a surprise 


choice for the post in 1989 after* 
leading candidates were sidelined 
by scandal, Kochi Miyazawa con- 
fined himself Friday to underlin- 
ing his own wide experience as a 
former minister of tracks, finance 
and foreign affairs. 


Other possible contenders and' 
power brokers were less diploma- 
tic, directly attacking Mr. KaifaV 
adm i nist ration as stopgap and im- 
able to make decisions. 

Michio Watanabe. another' 
likely candidate who has served 
at various times as agriculture, 
trade and finance minister, 
likened Kaifn to a relief pitcher in 
baseball, coming in for an inning 
or two to save the team from 
farther losses. 

“Tbe cabinet has to be real,” 
Kyodo News Sendee quoted him 
as Idling supporters Saturday. 

'After (Kaifu’s) term ends, 
able men should take the mound 
and form a cabinet with men of 


ability or else it cannot operate in 
mtecnatkmal society,” he said. 

Tbe same baseball analogy fi- 
gured in a speech in Washington 
Friday by former Primer Minister 
Yasuhiro Nakasone, who severe- 
ly criticised a political structure 
that allowed “rookie*” (begin- 
ners) to take the helm of govern- 
ment as “relief pitchera” at a time 
of international ends. 

According to Kyodo, Mr. 
Nakasone said tbe high-level 
scandals of recent years had 
brought a quick turnover of 
prime ministers and a paralysis in 
leadership. 

Tbe man who in five years as 
premier used the post to project 
Japanese influence in a way un- 
precedented since World War H, 
fold his American audience the 
Japanese government must rec- 
tify its slowness in making deci- 
sions and its lack of darity in 
implementing policies as “singled 
out by U.S. experts for some 
time." 

Tbe root cause of tins weakness 
lay with the way the LDP chose 
its leader,” Mr. Nakasone said. 

He said a premier should have 
majority control within foe LDP, 
a barely disguised jibe at Mr. 
Kaifn who is a rank-and-file 
member of the party’s fifth and 
smallest faction. 

Mr. Nakasone was badly 
smeared by tbe Recruit stockped- 
dKng scandal in the late 1980s 
which also brought down his suo- 


flexmg his muscles Saturday was 
Hiroshi Mftsnznka, leader of the 
third largest LDP faction long run 
- by the late Foreign Minister Stam- 
taro Abe. 

Mr. Mrtsuzuka told a news 
conference he would a n n ounce 
whether or not be would ran for 
the party presidency after the 
Current parliamentary session 
ends on Oct. 5. 


The LPD plucked Mr. Kaifu 
from obscurity in August 1989 as 
a “Mr. Oran” to restore public 
confidence in the s«wAiUainf»j 
party after the Recruit uproar. 
The previous month the party 
had lost its majority in the upper 
bouse for the first time since 
.1955. 

Under Mr. Kaifu, the LDP 
rallied to retain power in crucial 
lower house elections in February 
1990. 

Since then its popularity with 
foe public has been restored as 
Mr. Kaifa’s per son a] rating hit 
new highs. 


This week Shin Kanemaru, 
head of the LDP’s largest faction 
and a powerful defender of foe- 
prime minister, said Mr. Kaifn 
should be rejected in October 
for another two-year term be- 
cause of his continuing high 
popularity. 

A poD by NHK Television; 
conducted last weekend, showed 
support for Mr. KaffaVt cabinet at 
a new high of 49 per cent, up 


cessor, Nbboru Takeshtta, and is- from 46 per cent in March, 
not seen as a candidate to replace Another poll by Kyodo put sup- 
Mr. KaifiL . . port at 57.1 per cent in August, 

One man who did seem to be °P from 53.5 per cent m June. 


29,000 p rost itute s and their cus- 
tomers were hi a two- 

month crackdown in June and 
July, accord in g to official figures. 
Saturday’s repents said more than 
40 per cent of pro s tit utes arrested 
were infected with disease. 
Altogether 44,117 cases of sex- 
ually transmitted diseases were 
reported in Chinn in ; 1990. 
Gottthhoea accounted for tiDper 
cent and syphilts 1.2 per cent By 
the end of last year, 493 people 
were found to be infected with 
the virus that causes 
immune deficiency syi 


route 

(AIDS) and six pedpte bad foil- 
blown AIDS. 


Bangladesh women 
barteredfor 
cattle to Indians 


DHAKA (R) . — Bangladesh 
women are being bartered for 
cattle to Indians at the border, 
B ang la d e sh’s main opposition 
leader has charged. “Sot a 


cows. 

and bullocks axe exchanged for 
each Bangladeshi woman,** 
Sheikh Haama told a rally in 
Dhaka Friday of her Awanri 
■League Party. “This is not only 
shameful but we are 
bow the 
such 


government 

things.” “Besides being 
traded to India for cattle, our 
women are pa«mg agonising: 
days in brotheb in P ai cwtan «nj 
many ocher countries,” Ms. Basi- 
na said. She attacked Prime 
Minister Begum Khaled a 23a 
over tbe booming cross-bonier 
flesh trade, saying “our prime 
minister is herself a woman and 
we think sire has a special respon- 
sibility in this regard." 


French taxman 
wants his cut from 
sexy m essages 


PARI S (R) — The faHnwn is 
t hre a t e nin g to ruin a fawmrite 
mo dem French pastime - — send- , 
mg sexy messages over the coon- 
tty’s electronic 

mass "Winunim • 
tibns network. The news pap er 
L iberat ion has revealed that the 
Budget Ministry lw»H qmstfy slap- 
ped a 30 per cent surtax on 
revenue from “messages of a 
pornographic character” tram-, 
mitted on the state-owned 


Mattel system. Six mffiou sub- 
jagbara use computer screens 
finked to domestic or office. tek>- 
pboi® tines for services ranging 
fr°m an electronic telephone 


to a computer 
Fraa oc is plastered sSh 
foremens of scantify-dad young* 
women offering saucy convent* 
end perhaps mom, vi a tire. 
Mante l wnrrn. Critics say com- 
panies use the system toadvertae ; 
sexual services, although this u- 
humed by few. A decree! anted 
walkout publicity m My gmethr 


pow er to d efine which 

seal coBnnm ricatioo services of®' 
social nature have at 
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